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Ventura Middle School Course Requirements
 6th Grade

Math 6
Science 6

Language Arts 6

Social Studies 6

7th grade
Math 7 or Pre-Algebra

Science 7 
Language Arts 7

Social Studies 7

8th Grade
Math: Pre-Algebra or Algebra I*

Science 8

Language Arts 8

American History

Students must pass each core class. If a student fails a class, he or she must repeat that yearlong class.  The second semester grade is the pass or fail indicator.
Middle School Exploratory Classes

Each student takes a total of eight exploratory classes.  Each exploratory class lasts 1 quarter.  The classes are:

· Agriculture/Industrial Tech
· Art

· Guidance
· Computer

· Family and Consumer Science

· Exploratory Music, Music Theater, World Drumming
· Spanish
P.E. and Music

Middle school students must take P.E.

Middle school students have the option to take JH Band or JH Chorus.

*Algebra 1 for 8th graders

-The class will be listed on the student’s high school transcript as “Algebra I (8th)”

-Students taking Algebra I in 8th grade must still take 3 years of math during high school

A team of math teachers, the principal and the school counselor places students in middle school math courses. They use a variety of criteria including: standardized test results (such as the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills and the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test); district math assessments; and grades and test results from 6th and/or 7th grade math classes.

Ventura High School Graduation Requirements
A student must earn 52 credits to graduate.


Required Subjects

Required Classes
English: 
4 years

English 9, English 10/Speech, English 11, English 12
Math: 

3 years

2 Math Electives and Algebra I
Science: 
3 years 

Science 9, Biology, Junior Science Elective
Social Studies: 
3 years

World History, American History II, 





Government (1 semester) & Business Economics (1 semester)
P.E.: 

4 semesters 
Physical Education
Health: 

1 semester 
Health


English
Math
Science
Social Studies
Freshman
English 9
Math Elective
Science 9
World History
Sophomore
English 10/Speech
Math Elective
Biology
American History II

Junior
English 11
Math Elective
Science Elective
Am. Government & Economics
Senior
English 12


Math Electives*
Junior Science Electives



Gen Math I (Pre-Algebra)
Chemistry



Algebra I
Human Anatomy & Physiology


Gen Math II
Ag II: Animal Science and Ag III: Plant Science


Geometry
Environmental Science


Algebra II/Trigonometry


Pre-Calculus
* All students must pass Algebra I, see page 22 for a chart of the math sequence of classes
Credits
· A student must earn 52 credits to graduate.

· High school courses are one (1) credit per semester.
· High school students, grades 9-11, must take 8 classes per semester.  Seniors may take 7 classes per semester and leave one period vacant for open campus.

Ventura Community School District’s 

Essential Learnings and Indicators

Displays ability to access and apply information and technology.

Demonstrates appropriate and effective communication skills.

Exhibits problem solving and decision-making skills.

Displays traits and ethics of a good citizen.

Honor Roll and Grading Scale
Honor Roll will be posted for each quarter.  There are two levels: A honor roll at 3.67 or better, and the B honor roll from 3.0-3.66.

Grading Scale for Report Cards and Transcripts (quarter and semester grades)



B+ = 3.33
C+ = 2.33
D+ = 1.33

A = 4.0
B = 3.0
C = 2.0
D = 1.0
F = 0.0

A- = 3.67
B- = 2.67
C- = 1.67
D- = 0.67



Graduation

The only formal recognized graduation exercise authorized by the School Board is commencement.  Early graduates will receive their diploma at that time.

Students who do not meet graduation requirements will not participate in Commencement.

Special Education students are required to meet Ventura’s graduation requirements listed in the Academic Catalog or in their Individualized Education Plan for graduation.

Course Numbering:

100s = freshman level classes

200s = sophomore level classes

300s = junior level classes

400s = senior level classes

500s = postsecondary classes
Department Numbering: indicated by the tens place in each course number
x0x
Mathematics
x1x
Science

x2x
English and Foreign Language
x3x
Social Studies

x4x
Agriculture and Industrial Technology
x5x
Art and Music
x6x
Business Education and Computer Technology

x7x
Family and Consumer Science, Physical Education and Health
x8x
Guidance and Career Education, Special Education

x9x
Study Time, Study Hall, Non-Credit Classes


Agriculture
(These classes are taught at Garner-Hayfield High School)
140 Agriculture I

GRADE LEVEL : 9    SEMESTERS: 2


ELECTIVE

The requirements for this course is to become an active FFA member, have a Supervised Occupational Experience Program or Productive Project, or plans for one by the end of the semester and to maintain a Record Book for the S.O.E.  Course content is as follows: orientation and relationships of agriculture and agricultural business occupations.  Developing leadership through the activities of the FFA, leadership contests, judging contests, and parliamentary procedure.  An introduction to supervised farming projects; on-farm and off-farm occupations and learning experiences.  Showing and demonstrating the importance of good records and the ability to select good quality livestock.  A beginning course in animal nutrition, feeds, and feeding.  Swine, beef, dairy, and sheep production and livestock judging.  Introductions to shop, shop safety and again power mechanics.  Carpentry and wood construction; required projects as well as individual projects.  Mini units in horse production, poultry production and career opportunities in Agriculture.

240 Agriculture Education 2

GRADE LEVEL: 10  SEMESTERS:  2


ELECTIVE
The requirements for this course are to become an active FFA member, maintain a S.O.E. program or productive project and complete a record book for the S.O.E.   Course content is as follows: instruction in the FFA organization, leadership responsibilities, proficiency awards, committee work, state and national activities, maintaining supervised farming programs, record keeping, ag. Math, weed identification and control, soil identification and management, soil judging, water management, soil fertility and fertilization, soil testing, fertilizer use and recommendation, plant growth and photosynthesis; corn, soybean, small grains, oats, and forage crop production; horticulture, gardens, and home landscaping; parliamentary procedure instruction, group discussion, public and extemporaneous speaking and leadership qualities; metals shop: arc welding, wire, and carbon arc; oxy-acetylene welding-brazing, fusion, etc. 

340 Agriculture Education 3

GRADE LEVEL:  11    SEMESTERS:  2  PREREQ:  Ag1 and Ag 2

ELECTIVE

The requirements for this course are to be an active FFA member and maintain a S.O.E.  Course content is as follows: advanced FFA instruction, maintaining supervised farming programs, livestock judging and selection; animal genetics, breeding and reproduction, artificial insemination techniques, meat science identification, selection, management, nutrition, and judging; farm management-records and analysis, marketing, problems of cropping systems, and livestock systems; forestry production-renovation and construction of farm shelterbelt and field windbreak.

341 Agriculture Business

GRADE LEVEL:  12     SEMESTERS:  2  PREREQ:  Ag1 or 2 or 3

ELECTIVE

This semester course is designed to emphasize agricultural business management.  Students will have hands-on experience with computers and concentrate on the areas of business organization, record keeping and analysis, marketing, credits and finance and taxes. 

342 Animal Science I & Principles of Crop Production
GRADE LEVEL:  12      PREREQUISITE:  Ag 1 & 2 AND Approval

ELECTIVE
This animal science class is a dual credit class in which the students will receive high school credit and three college credits in animal science.  This course is designed to provide students with a general overview of the livestock industry.  It identifies ways in which domestic animals serves a basic needs of humans for food, fiber, shelter, protection, fuel and emotional well-being.  Students will develop an understanding of and be able to apply the basic principles of animal selection, breeding, genetics, feeding, health, and husbandry practices.  As a student, you will become familiar with the economics and social issues that confront the livestock industry.


Business Education &Computer Technology
161 Computer Applications
GRADE LEVEL:  9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

Computer Applications provides a visual, project based approach for learning word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and presentation software.  Projects will be made up of those focused on a specific program and those integrating the different programs with skill difficulty increasing from beginner to intermediate level. 
160 General Business
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This is an introductory course in the business education department.  It is safe to say that most students will take jobs, marry, and raise families.  To do all of these things properly, they must be able to make wise economic decisions.  Therefore, knowledge of how the economic system and businesses within it operate is essential.  This course is designed to help students prepare for intelligent participation in the world of business.
162 Office Procedures
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

Office Procedures is designed to prepare students to work in an office environment.  They will become familiar with word processing, spreadsheets, databases, scheduling, and presentation software.  In addition, students will learn to do cash proofs, file, answer phones, and other office related skills.  

(Note:  Successful completion, receiving an A or B, may result in college credit.)
260 Business Law
GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: General Business 

ELECTIVE

Business Law is designed to help students understand our judicial system through examination of the law and the individual, the nature and kinds of law, and court systems.  Students will also examine laws for minors, consumers, and business firms as well as learn about their rights and responsibilities when entering contracts.
261 Business Applications
GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1

PREREQUISITE: Comp Apps or Office Pro.
ELECTIVE

As students progress through this course, they will take part in a simulated company and complete projects that integrate business terms, critical thinking strategies, and web-research skills into document reproduction.  It utilizes Microsoft Office XP components to extend each student’s skill in word processing, spreadsheets, databases, web design, and presentations.
360 Accounting I
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This course is a helpful tool for all students because of its value as a means of learning how to keep books and maintain a budget.  Basic objectives of the class are:  elements of accounting, analyzing business transactions, journalizing and posting, complete accounting cycle, and adjusting and closing the books for a fiscal period.  
361 Accounting II
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12
SEMESTERS: 1    PREREQUISITE: Accounting I


ELECTIVE

This class builds upon the skills of Accounting I.  Students will learn about expanded journals, subsidiary ledgers, payroll procedures, and financial statements for partnerships through application problems, reinforcement activities, and simulations.

Business Education & Computer Technology Cont.
365 Beginning Web Page Development (NIACC ECOM-100)
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQ: Computer Applications.


ELECTIVE
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This class covers the basics of building a Web page. Students will learn basic coding with HTML and explore web development products such as Netscape's Composer to build a web page. Students will also learn how to post a web page on a web server to be seen on the Internet, add graphics, change fonts, add colors, develop navigation, and design tables. Students receive NIACC credit for this class. One thing we will not do in this class is expect you to be a professional web designer. The content and the pace of the class are designed to accommodate students who are not HTML coders nor experienced designers.

366 Home Office Computer Management (NIACC NET-112)
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: Computer Applications

ELECTIVE

Have a computer that needs some help? Learn how to install memory, upgrade Windows, and scan for viruses. This hands-on course will teach you how to connect computers and share files, bring pictures onto your computer, hook up that scanner and printer, and create a home computer network.



Family &Consumer Science 

170  Foods & Nutrition I
GRADE LEVEL:  9-12   SEMESTERS:  1






 ELECTIVE

Provides instruction in practical food preparation skills, basic nutrition and consumer management.  The contribution of food to a healthy lifestyle is important in this course with a special emphasis on a heart healthy diet.  Establishing healthy eating habits, nutrients, dietary guidelines, the food pyramid, and balancing food intake with energy use will be the basic nutrition study. Lab experience is included.

270  Foods & Nutrition II
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12 SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQUISITE:  Foods I 



ELECTIVE

This course explores the basic areas of food preparations skills, nutrition and consumer management in greater depth.  Meal planning, cultural/ethnic foods, entertaining with food, table settings and manners are examples of added units. Lab experience is included.

370  Foods & Nutrition III
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12  SEMESTERS:  1   PREREQUISITE: Foods I & II or Seniors 

ELECTIVE

This course is designed to meet the needs of students with a definite interest in the area of food and nutrition.  It offers units tailored to the individual interests of the students.  More main dish cooking will be included.  Food related careers, food in a global world, and community service will be unit additions.  Lab experience is included.

272  Child Development I

GRADE LEVEL:  10-12  SEMESTERS:  1






ELECTIVE

Studies parenting, prenatal development/care, pregnancy, childbirth and infancy, and child health and safety

Family &Consumer Science Cont.
273  Child Development II

GRADE LEVEL:  10-12   SEMESTERS:  1






ELECTIVE

Exploring all areas of development throughout childhood will be the main focus of this semester.  Special units include challenges facing children around the world.  A career unit will involve an out of school job shadow experience.  The child development program is useful for students going on in education or medical fields and all who one day hope to be quality parents.  Child Development I recommended.

372  Child Development Field Experience
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12   SEMESTERS:  1






ELECTIVE

Work Experience at selected daycare sites will be the main focus of this semester course. Planning and carrying out activities to stimulate a child’s physical, social, emotional and intellectual growth will be part of the course work. The class will be a blend of classroom instruction with supervised application at the day care as well as concentrating on employability skills.
171  Textiles I

GRADE LEVEL:  9-12  SEMESTERS:  1






ELECTIVE

Textiles and clothing related skills such as clothing care and repair, fibers and fabrics, consumer management, construction techniques and careers will be basic units.  Increasing skill in the operation and care of a sewing machine and serger will be a goal.  Individual construction projects determined by the student and instructor will be an important emphasis in this class.

271  Textiles II

GRADE LEVEL:  10-12   SEMESTERS:  1  PREREQUISITE:  Textiles I


ELECTIVE

Builds upon skills included in level one.  Consumer management skills are emphasized.  Units include:  clothing selection, clothing and the workplace, and entrepreneurship.  Individualized construction projects will be chosen upon the agreement of the student and instructor.

371  Textiles III

GRADE LEVEL:  11-12  SEMESTERS:  1  PREREQUISITE:  Textiles I and II*


ELECTIVE

Designed for students interested in continuing study in the textiles area on an advanced level.  Influences on clothing, cultures and customs and fashion design are added units.  Approved individualized construction projects are included.





*and permission of instructor
471  Textiles IV

GRADE LEVEL:  11-12  SEMESTERS:  1  PREREQUISITE:  Textiles III*


ELECTIVE

An independent textiles class for seniors.


*and permission of instructor
470  On Your Own

GRADE LEVEL:  12   SEMESTERS: 

Going to college?  Moving out?  Turning 18?  Soon you’ll be bombarded with credit offers, telephone service choices, rental agreements, roommate issues, employers, and professors.  This class is designed to address real life responsibilities.  Units will emphasize managing personal finances, using credit wisely, finding a place to live, relationships with others and other real life issues.  Financial literacy will be the main focus of the course.
485 Teacher Assistant
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS:1
PREREQUISITE: Ch. Dev I & II, and either Psych. or Sociology
This class is for seniors to assist a teacher in the elementary school. 



ELECTIVE
* Counselor recommendation and Principal’s approval required for enrollment in the class.



Physical Education & Health
175 Physical Education 
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






REQUIRED
High school physical education concentrates on developing personal self-esteem, awareness of one’s physical condition and social development through competitive and recreational and physical conditioning activities. Each student should have proper clothing for physical activity and have clean tennis shoes to be worn on the gym floor. 

176  Health
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1






REQUIRED
Health topics include character development, nutrition, drug education, fitness, first aid, preventing disease and psychological health



Art Education
150 Art Essentials I
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This course is an introduction to the fundamentals of art.  Design, line, color and other 2-dimensional projects will be introduced and the course will stem outward from these basic art principals to include a wide variety of experiences.  Areas explored will include drawing in different media  (including 1 and 2 pt. perspective), painting, color mixing, collage and printmaking.  The course is designed to allow students to learn and practice new techniques and materials, while exposing them to opportunities to express their feelings and unique perspectives of the world.
151 Art Essentials II
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This course is a further introduction to the fundamentals of art, however, it may be taken before Art Essentials I.  Areas explored will be pottery (hand-built and wheel work), sculpture, and advanced drawing projects.  Design will be explored further through 3-dimensional projects.  This course is designed to allow students to learn and practice new techniques, and materials, while exposing them to opportunities for expressing their feelings and unique perspectives of the world. Art I recommended.
250 Drawing


GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: Art I & II


ELECTIVE

This course continues to build on the drawing knowledge established in Art Essentials I & II.  the student will be exposed to a  more in-depth study of drawing, and examples of master artists sketches and drawings.  Many different materials will be explored, as well as, different perspectives and styles.  Subject matter will include live models, still lifes, outdoor drawing at various locations. Students will be encouraged to begin a working portfolio of their drawings.
Art Education, Cont.
251 Painting







GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: Art I & II


ELECTIVE

This continues to build on the painting knowledge established in Art Essentials I & II.  The student will be exposed to a  more in-depth study of painting, through their own work and the works of various painters, past and present.  Different kinds of paint (tempra, acrylic, oils, watercolor) will be explored as well as various tools and style of painting.  Experience in mural painting may also be included.  The student will be encouraged to begin a working portfolio of their paintings.
252 Ceramics and Sculpture




GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: Art I & II


ELECTIVE

This course continues to build on the clay and 3-dimensional knowledge established in Art Essentials I & II.  The student will be exposed to a more in depth study of 3-dimensional work, including clay hand-building, working on the potters wheel, and both carving & modeling forms of sculpture in a variety of materials.

253 Art Design






GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS:  1
PREREQUISITE: Art I & II 


ELECTIVE


This course explores commercial art, advertising, and fashion illustration. The student will be encouraged to begin a working portfolio of their prints. Art Design builds upon knowledge of the elements of art and principle of design. Knowledge of organizational principles to manipulate composition will be explored.  This course includes the study of commercial art, advertising, illustration, and fashion design. Photoshop software will be used extensively.
254 Photoshop






GRADE LEVEL: 11-12 
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQ Art I & II:



ELECTIVE

Advanced Photoshop techniques for individual projects and learning how to apply to web design.

Possible team teaching with web design classes if schedules allow.
350 Art III
GRADE LEVEL:
11
SEMESTERS: 1

PREREQUISITE:** 


ELECTIVE

This is an independent study for a junior student who has taken all the other art electives Students will be encouraged to build a portfolio and to have a show of their work at the end of the semester.**Art I & II, 3+ art electives  & permission of instructor
450 Art IV
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS: 2

PREREQUISITE:** 


ELECTIVE

This will be an independent study experience where the student will be able to build preferred mediums and develop individual styles.  Students will be encouraged to build a portfolio and to have a show of their work at the end of the year. 







**4+ Art classes & permission of instructor


Fine Arts/Music Education

155 Instrumental Music
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 2






ELECTIVE

Students study a wide range of concert band music; from basic concert band literature through contemporary symphonic band music.  The instrumental music program also offers marching band, jazz band and pep band. Students also have the opportunity to perform  at state music contests (both large and small group), and provide music for school concerts and community organizations.  Jazz Band is an auditioned group, and open auditions are held in August. 
156 Vocal Music 
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 2






ELECTIVE

Vocal Music is an opportunity for students to participate in choral activities including Mixed Chorus, Girls Chorus, and the select group, Meistersingers*. Music of all types is included in chorus, and an appreciation for different styles of music is emphasized.  Participation in chorus ensures each student an opportunity to participate in school concerts, music festivals and state music contests.(* Meistersinger Chamber Choir:  The ensemble is formed by auditions in August and rehearses before the school day two days a week.)


Foreign Language
122 Spanish I
Grade level: 9-12
Semesters: 2 

Prereq: Spanish Exploratory or English grade of C- or better recommended.


ELECTIVE
Spanish I emphasize, reading, listening, and writing (with some controlled speaking situations) in the target language in the present tense forms.  Basic structures and vocabulary are introduced so that students can begin to converse in Spanish about everyday occurrences.  Memory work, organization and good study skills are very helpful.  Some aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures are studied.  Pair and group activities, daily homework, tests, projects, skits, songs and videos will be used to reinforce language and culture acquisition.

222 Spanish II
GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: Spanish I


ELECTIVE

Spanish II continues to emphasize reading, listening, writing, and speaking in the target language.  Speaking scenarios are a bit more open-ended.  Students review Spanish I materials and build on these basics.  More complex structures, such as past tense and progressive tense, are learned and practiced to improve and expand communication skills. Some aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures are studied.  Pair and group activities, daily homework, tests, projects, skits, songs and videos will be used to reinforce language and culture acquisition.

322 Spanish III
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: Spanish II


ELECTIVE

In Spanish III, the emphasis continues to be on writing, listening, reading and speaking in the target language.  Speaking scenarios are more open-ended.  Spanish I and II materials are reviewed and built upon, adding further vocabulary and tenses to increase communication abilities.  Various aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures are studied.  Some flexibility of content will be possible depending on class interests.  Pair and group activities, daily homework, tests, projects, skits, songs and videos will be used to reinforce language and culture acquisition. Spanish III students also take a field trip to Festival of Nations at the end of April in St. Paul, MN, to further explore world cultures.

Foreign Language Cont.

422 Spanish IV
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: Spanish III


ELECTIVE

In Spanish IV, more emphasis is placed on speaking, but writing, reading and listening skills continue to be developed. Students review materials learned in Spanish I, II, and III and build on the knowledge by adding further tenses, forms and vocabulary to further develop communication skills.  Some flexibility of content will be possible depending on class interests.  Pair and group activities, daily homework, tests, projects, skits, songs and videos will be used to reinforce language and culture acquisition.  Spanish IV students will also have the opportunity to teach beginning Spanish to elementary students in 2nd semester.  


Industrial Technology
Students take Industrial Technology classes at Garner HS.
145 Drafting 1

GRADE LEVEL:  9-12     SEMESTERS:  1


ELECTIVE

Drafting I provides instruction in basic drafting, Solid Works, and the use of the plasma cam.  This course has been designed to make drafting meaningful and challenging to the student.  In drafting, the student will spend time on:  drafting equipment, vocabulary terms, careers (real-world examples), lettering, sketching techniques, dimensioning, multi-view and isometric drawings, auxiliary views, one and two-point perspective drawings and pattern layouts.  Also, through the course of the semester the student will be exposed to our CAD program (Solid Works) in which the student will create detailed 3-D images, and the plasma cam (a process that entails the use of downloading images off the internet, to converting the image, and finalizing by viewing it being cut out on steel through the aide of our technology of our plasma cam machine in our shop.

347 CAD 1 (Computer Aided Drafting & Design)
GRADE LEVEL:  9-12     SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQUISITE:  Drafting 1
    
ELECTIVE
This class is geared for students ranging from freshman to seniors.  With the experience of drafting, students will be able to maximize their proficiency in this course.  Students will become familiar with using a variety of tools, techniques, and procedures as they relate to various functions in Solid Works.  A student will be expected to perform simple “Solid Works” programs to a higher level such as cabinetry and car design.

348  CAD 2 (Computer Aided Drafting & Design)
GRADE LEVELS:11-12     SEMESTERS: 1     PREREQUISITE:  CAD1   

ELECTIVE

Throughout the course, the student will be expected to think at a higher level pertaining to items such as assembly of parts.  Another key area will be related to the design of the school house for the following school year using “Chief Architect” program.

146 Woods 1

GRADE LEVEL:  9-12     SEMESTERS:  1  PREREQ:  Drafting 1

ELECTIVE
Woods I is designed to assist the student in learning the fundamentals of working safely and efficiently with hand tools and power tools.  In addition, the student will be acquainted with the different types of woods and their uses such as joints.  Required projects as well as student-selected projects will be made..

246 Woods 2
GRADE LEVEL:  10-12     SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQ:  Woods1

ELECTIVE
Woods II will cover the area of machine woodworking.  Time will be spent on machine operations and safety, furniture design and construction, joinery, and finishing.  Required exercises and student-selected projects will be made - maximum l2 per section.
Industrial Technology Cont.
345 Woods 3
GRADE LEVEL:  10-12      SEMESTERS: 1     PREREQ:  Woods II

ELECTIVE

This course is open to sophomores through seniors.  Time will be spent studying the special areas of woodturning, faceplate and spindle, and laminating.  A project will be required in each area, in addition the student may do one or more projects of his/her own choice - maximum l2 per section.

447 Carpentry & Building Trades
GRADE LEVELS:  11-12    SEMESTERS 2    PREREQ:  Woods 1/ CAD 1 REC.
   
  ELECTIVE
Carpentry and Building Trades will cover units in flat concrete work, installation, floor, wall & roof framing, plumbing, heating, electrical, drywall installation & finish, painting, trim installation, cabinet installation.  Time will be spent on site with occasional classroom sessions.  This course meets multiple periods (two, three or four consecutive periods=block).  The number of periods involved depends on student's overall course selection.  One credit is awarded for passing grade earned per each period attended each day throughout each semester. Registration requires the instructor's approval.  Maximum of 8 students per section (total of 16).

245 Metals 1

GRADE LEVELS:  10-12   SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQ:  Drafting 1

ELECTIVE

Students will learn the safe use of hand tools used in metalworking.  Time will be spent studying safety, hand tools, forging, heat treatment, arc welding (stick arc and wire welder), oxy-acetylene welding, cutting and brazing.  There will be required exercises in each area.  One or two local plant tours will be scheduled throughout the semester to allow students to see local opportunities in the metal working field.
346 Metals 2
GRADE LEVELS:  10-12      SEMESTERS:  1      PREREQ:  Metals 1

ELECTIVE

Students will study the various machines used in the metal shop. Time will be spent on the safe and efficient operation of these machines.  Areas to be covered will be sheet metal, foundry, machine work on both the metal lathe and the vertical milling machine.  Basic metal exercises and selected projects will be done.  Students will have some choice of individual projects that will be completed during the semester.  One or two local plant tours will be scheduled throughout the semester to allow students to see local opportunities in the metal working field.
384 Metals 3
GRADE LEVELS:  11-12      SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQ:  Metals 2

ELECTIVE

This course is designed to give students long-term projects in the metal working field.  Students will be using the lathe and milling machine, as well as learning about precision measurement and reading a print.  Students will be expected to have individual projects or work with a partner to complete a project.  Two to three local plant tours will be scheduled throughout the semester to allow students to see local opportunities in the metal working field.

385 Automotive 1: Power Mechanics 
GRADE LEVELS:  11-12     SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQ:  Drafting 1

ELECTIVE
This course will provide approximately nine weeks of study on gas engines.  The function, tear-down and rebuilding procedures will be covered.  Students work in groups of two always with the same partner in each section.  The second nine weeks consists of auto tune-up, trouble shooting, maintenance and winterizing.  Basic automobile care will be covered.  This course is open to senior boys and girls and also juniors who have been approved to participate in the NIACC ACADEMY program.  We cover overhauling, parts, functions, disassembly and assembly, brakes, alternators, starters, carburetors, lubrication and more.  Projects for the semester will be to rebuild a car, tractor or truck (2 or 3 students per group) and to have it running upon completion of the semester.
Industrial Technology Cont.
387  Automotive 2: Equipment Refinishing

GRADE LEVEL:  11-12     SEMESTERS:  1     PREREQ:  Auto1 & Metals 1
     
ELECTIVE

This course will provide students with general knowledge of auto body.  The students will cover units in body shop operation, auto body shop safety practices, and they will have time to either work on their own or schools projects.  The students will learn about surface preparation on different materials.  They will learn about refinishing materials, they will learn how to apply different finishing materials.  We will also have the unit on custom painting and body designs.  We will discuss different careers opportunities in the auto body field.







446 Electricity
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12     SEMESTERS 2     PREREQ:  Drafting1
ELECTIVE

This course will consist of work in the following areas:  electrical careers, terms, electrical plans, electrical tools and safety, residential wiring, units of electrical measurement, sources of EMF, circuits and power.  Laboratory experience will include working with electrical test equipment and house wiring lab kits.  A good math background is helpful.  The main lab work will be the wiring of the carpentry house each year.


Language Arts
120 English 9
GRADE LEVEL:9
SEMESTERS: 2

REQUIRED
First semester: the students engage in an intensive reading and comprehension unit.  Second quarter: we study different forms of literature, culminating with A Christmas Carol.  Third quarter: students will embark on an intensive writing unit.  Finally the year ends with Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Throughout the year elements of grammar and usage will be defined and mastered.  Students will also be expected to read various styles of writing on their own and evaluate their elements.
220 English 10 / Speech
GRADE LEVEL 10
SEMESTERS: 2






REQUIRED
This class focuses on improving students’ English language skills including reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  We seek to motivate students to see that reading literature can be fun, that discussing literature can be stimulating, and that writing about what is read can be meaningful and satisfying.  
320 English 11
GRADE LEVEL:
11
SEMESTERS: 2






REQUIRED
This class explores American Literature in a historical context.  First semester: students explore early America; reading literature from the Puritans and American Indians including  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Students also focus on various composition styles to develop skills to write complete paragraphs, essays, research papers and fictional writing. Second semester: more literature-based learning while integrating the writing process.  Literature genres include narrative, poetry, drama and novels. 
420 English 12
GRADE LEVEL:  1
SEMESTERS: 2






REQUIRED
Students will complete a research paper. Students will also compose essay tests over short stories and poetry in preparation for college. Literature focuses on British authors and is organized chronologically.  
Language Arts Cont.
226 Creative Writing
GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This class will allow a student to free write about issues/topics of his/her choosing. Areas that will be examined include: poetry, drama, short story, and suspense.  Students will have a portfolio of work completed at the end of the semester. Students will write, edit and publish one piece in each of these areas. 

227 Mass Communications
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This class will study the major forms of communication.  These may include newspaper, magazine, radio, TV., and movies.  This is not a college prep class.
228 Theater and Drama
GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This class will examine the history of theatre – from the ancient Greeks to modern Broadway productions. It will involve reading plays, learning the technical aspects of a stage, learning the process used to produce a play, set construction, some acting exercises and various other items related to drama and theatre.

426 AP English Language & Comp

GRADE LEVEL:  11-12
SEMESTERS:2






ELECTIVE

125 Yearbook
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: permission of instructor

ELECTIVE

This course meeting during study time every day.  Students have the option to also enroll in Yearbook Lab.  The class earns .5 credits per semester, grading is Pass/Fail. This course seeks students who have a strong background in writing creatively, meeting deadlines on time, strong attendance records, a history of working without direct supervision and have an interest in graphic design and/or photography.  Students taking this course will begin by exploring various publishing techniques and methodology.  Students will continue with the publication of the Viking Yearbook.



Mathematics
Math Course Sequence






100 General Math I (Pre-Algebra II)
GRADE LEVEL:
9
SEMESTERS: 2


Reviews and extends the basic concepts of fractions, decimals, percents, ratio and proportion and problem solving.  The second semester will be dedicated to the introduction of more advanced algebra concepts to help prepare students to be successful in Algebra I.

101/109 Algebra I
GRADE LEVEL:
8-10
SEMESTERS: 2


Strongly recommended to any student who is interested in post-secondary education.  This class covers the general language and structure of algebra.  Major areas of study included in this course are: solving simple equations, polynomials, factoring, graphs and functions, solving systems of linear equations, and inequalities.  Algebra I is the foundation for higher level courses in mathematics, science and computers.  An emphasis is placed on the student’s ability to read and interpret mathematical situations.
201 Geometry
GRADE LEVEL:
9-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: Algebra I


Geometry is an in-depth study of simple two and sometimes three dimensional figures, building from points, lines and planes up to several different planar and spatial features.  In this course there in an introduction to the use of deductive and inductive reasoning to prove and solve problems involving parallelism, congruency, and similarity.  An emphasis is placed on the student’s ability to find area of triangles, circles and different types of polygons.
Math Cont.

300 General Math II
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 2

PREREQUISITE: Algebra I


Review of basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplying and division of rational numbers.  A concentrated study of problems dealing with percentage, ratios, proportions and the metric system.  Student are also exposed to a short introductory units of geometry and algebra.  Students will become involved in units discussing taxes, insurance, banking and other important life skills.  Students are encouraged to understand the importance of mathematics in their everyday lives.  Students will write a research paper as part of this class.
301 Algebra II/Trigonometry
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQ: Algebra I,  Geometry is recommended
ELECTIVE

Algebra II involves reviews of basic material from earlier work in Algebra I.  In addition Algebra II expands the student’s experiences to involve a better understanding of linear relationships and quadratic functions.  An introduction of conic segments and logarithms also is an important part of the course.  Fourth quarter work includes a continued introduction to trigonometric concepts first introduced in Geometry, and an introduction to the use of matrices. Students studying trigonometry will become familiar with the use of basic trigonometric functions and how they are associated with advanced fields of study.  Students will become familiar with radian measures and be able to graph each of the six trig functions.  Incorporating the use of graphing calculators and computer software is a current and ongoing goal.  In the second half of the year all students will be introduced to the study of elementary calculus principles such as limits, derivatives and integrals.

402 Pre-Calculus
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITES: Trigonometry


ELECTIVE

This is a course designed for those students needing a fourth year of math and expecting to take Calculus in their first year of college. It is built on the foundations built in Geometry and Algebra II. The first semester will cover: Coordinate Geometry, Conic Sections, Polynomials, Inequalities & Exponential & Logarithmic Functions. The second semester will cover: Trigonometry, Advanced Graphing, Polar Coordinates, Complex Numbers, Series and Sequences, and Introduction to Calculus

405 Advanced Placement Statistics
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITES: Algebra II


ELECTIVE

Offered through the Iowa Online AP Academy.

406 Advanced Placement Calculus
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITES: Trigonometry


ELECTIVE

Offered though the Iowa Online AP Academy.



Science
110 Physical Science
GRADE LEVEL: 9
SEMESTERS:  2






REQUIRED
Science 9 offers a basic introduction to physical laws and chemical processes. The course will include measurements using the International ( metric) System of measurements.  It is divided into two main areas of study: Basic principles of physics (motion, energy and waves) and basic principles of chemistry (composition of and changes in matter) In  addition the basic methods of science and problem solving will be stressed.  This course is taught using a variety of methods including hands-on experimentation, group activities, lecture, discussion, and problem solving.

211 Biology
GRADE LEVEL: 10
SEMESTERS: 2






REQUIRED 

Biology is the sophomore level required science course.  It is also a prerequisite for other biological science classes in high school and college.  Topics include characteristics of life, cell structure and function, genetics and human heredity, classification of living organisms, invertebrate and vertebrate animals, plants, and microorganisms.  This course is taught using a variety of methods including projects, group activities, hands-on experimentation, dissections, lecture, discussion, and problem-solving.
Required Junior Science Electives: One (1) required
Agriculture Option: 

Students passing Agriculture II: Animal Science and Agriculture III: Plant Science may have their junior science elective waived.  For colleges, however, these classes will are still classified as Agriculture electives. Course Descriptions may be found in the Agriculture section.
311 Chemistry
GRADE LEVEL: 11
SEMESTERS: 2 PREREQUISITES :Biology &Algebra I*.
Junior Science Elective
Chemistry is an elective course which is an in depth look at how our world is put together and why things behave as they do.  Topics will be dealt with qualitatively and quantitatively.  They will include the composition of matter, the structure of the atom, chemical bonds, chemical reactions, aqueous solutions, acids, bases, salts and gas laws.  This course is taught using a variety of methods including hands on experimentation, lecture, and discussion, problem solving and group activities. Students planning to attend college should take this course.



*C grade or better in Algebra I & Biology recommended
318 Environmental Science





GRADE LEVEL: 11
SEMESTERS: 2





Junior Science Elective
This course investigates the interactions between human and their environment and includes the study of ecosystems, pollution, energy resources and ecological cycles. Also included will be effects of human activities on the environment involving issues of production and consumption of resources.  The basic methods of science and the interaction of science with other disciplines will be incorporated throughout the course. This course is taught using a variety of methods including projects, group activities, hands on experimentation, problem solving, lecture and discussion.

315 Anatomy and Physiology
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: Biology


Junior Science Elective

Anatomy and Physiology is an elective course which is an introduction to medical terminology and a detailed study of the structure and function of the human body.  This course is taught using a variety of methods including lecture, discussion, dissections, group activities, and projects.  The content of the course will prepare college-bound students for college science courses and is an exploratory course for careers in medicine, biotechnology, physical therapy, nutrition, and pharmacy.




**Concurrent enrollment in Chemistry helpful
Science Cont.
316 Sport Science
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: Biology



ELECTIVE

Sport science is an elective semester.   This course focuses on the role of science in sports and will include such topics as techniques for preventing and minimizing sports-related injuries, the recognition and basic management of injuries, and basic principles of exercise physiology.  This course is taught using a variety of methods including group activities, projects, lecture, discussion, and hands-on practice.  Students considering a career in athletic training, physical therapy, or other related medical fields, as well as physical fitness, or coaching would enjoy this class.
317 Advanced Biology
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUISITE: Biology



ELECTIVE

Advanced Biology is an elective semester course.  Possible areas of emphasis include pathology, immunity from disease, microbiology, ecology, and animal behaviors.  This course is taught using a variety of methods including projects, group activities, hands-on experimentation, lecture, discussions, and problem-solving.  This course is recommended for students who are college-bound and have plans to enter a science or medical related field of study.
411  Physics
GRADE LEVEL:
12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUISITE: Algebra II


ELECTIVE

Physics is an elective course with a mathematical approach to the study of our physical environment. Knowledge of trigonometry is needed.  Topics of study sill include motion, energy, electricity, waves and heat. This course is taught using a variety of methods including hands on experimentation, computerized data collection, lecture, discussion, problem solving and group activities. This course is recommended for college bound students planning to major in engineering, physics, mathematics, chemistry or medicine.


***Concurrent enrollment in Trigonometry helpful
Social Studies


130 World History
GRADE LEVEL:
9
SEMESTERS: 2






REQUIRED
This course is the general study of world history.  Topics covered include the first civilizations, empires, the Middle Ages, rise of nations, the Industrial Revolution, political revolutions, and the impact of religion on society.
230 American History II

GRADE LEVEL:
10
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQ: American History I (8th) & World History
REQUIRED
This course covers American History from World War I to the Cold War and start of the Civil Rights Movement.  Topics include World War I, the Roaring 20s, the Great Depression, World War II overseas and on the home front, the Cold War and the start of the Civil Rights Movement.
330 Government
GRADE LEVEL:
11
SEMESTERS: 1






REQUIRED
This course studies the U.S. system of government.  Topics include the Constitution, national, state and local government, the U.S. political system, the U.S. legal system, and any local, state, or national election that may be taking place.
Social Studies Cont.
331 Business Economics*
GRADE LEVEL:
11
SEMESTERS: 1






REQUIRED
In this course, students will explore macro- and micro- economics. They will gain an understanding of the economic questions that each form of government must ask itself and how it pertains to an individual to help satisfy their wants and needs.  Further objectives include:  consumerism, credit management, saving and investing, supply and demand, business organizations, competition, production process, marketing and the American workforce.
*This class is taught through the Business Department.

235 Global Studies: Asia




Taught the 09-10 school year
GRADE LEVEL:10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUSITE: World History


ELECTIVE

This course will study Asia.  Topics covered will include physical geography, a brief synopsis of important historical events and the cultural aspects of the different countries in the region; including government and politics, economics, religion, society and current issues.

236 Global Studies: Africa & The Middle East


GRADE LEVEL:10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUSITE: World History


ELECTIVE

This course studies Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa and the Middle East. Topics covered will include physical geography, a brief synopsis of important historical events and the cultural aspects of the different countries in the region; including government and politics, economics, religion, society and current issues.
237 Global Studies: Europe




Taught the 09-10 school year
GRADE LEVEL:10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUSITE: World History


ELECTIVE

This course studies Europe and Russia. Topics covered will include physical geography, a brief synopsis of important historical events and the cultural aspects of the different countries in the region; including government and politics, economics, religion, society and current issues.
238 Global Studies: Western Hemisphere



GRADE LEVEL:
10-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUSITE: World History


ELECTIVE

This course studies the Western Hemisphere including the U.S., Canada and Latin America. Topics covered will include physical geography, a brief synopsis of important historical events and the cultural aspects of the different countries in the region; including government and politics, economics, religion, society and current issues.

335 Psychology
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

An introduction to the study of behavior and the history of psychology as a science. Topics studied will include the approaches to psychology, the life span, workings of the mind and body, learning and cognitive processes, personality and individuality, as well as adjustment and breakdown.
336 Sociology
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1






ELECTIVE

This course offers a study of human relationships in society.   It focuses upon the use of a sociological point of view to examine culture, social  structure, the individual in society, social institutions, group behavior, and social inequality  / problems. The changing social world and its implications are presented and analyzed.
337 Modern History 
GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 1
PREREQUSITE: American History II

ELECTIVE

This course covers a plethora of topics in a variety of ways.  There is no textbook.  This course covers history around the world from around 1960 to today.  Some of the topics covered from a world perspective:  U.S. Presidents, World Leaders, Viet Nam War, racism, terrorism, Middle East conflicts, movies, technology and media.

Social Studies, Cont.
338 AP American History

GRADE LEVEL:
11-12
SEMESTERS: 2
PREREQUSITE: World History


ELECTIVE

This class is offered through the Iowa Online AP Academy.



Middle School Core Classes

1 Math 6








2 Math 7






 

7th grade math covers all operations with whole numbers, number theory, the definitions and relationships of fraction and decimal and an introduction to integers and solving equations.  The emphasis of 7th math is problem solving.
8 Pre-Algebra 8


GRADE LEVEL:7 &  8

 

A prerequisite to Algebra I, Pre-Algebra covers the foundation of algebra: including integers, equations, ratio, proportions and percents. Students will gain an understanding of linear equations, inequalities and functions along with an introduction to statistics and probability. 

16 Science 6








17 Science 7







 

Studies life science.  Topics studied include cell structure and function, classification of living organisms, zoology, genetics and heredity, human biology, botany, and ecology, Students will experience life science through many hand-on activities and projects.
18 Science 8







 
Studies earth science. Topics studied include matter, atomic structure, astronomy, structure of the earth, map skills, volcanoes and earthquakes, weather and natural disasters, and the biomes of the world. Students will experience earth science through many hand-on activities and projects.

26 Language Arts 6








27 Language Arts  7






 

The students will do reflective writing on issues within the short stories and novels that they read.  They will have weekly spelling quizzes and various grammar exercises within the year

28 Language Arts  8






 

8th grade is a focus on comprehension of all the different types of literature, including drama, poetry, short story, and novels.  They will also have weekly spelling and grammar exercises to improve their grasp of the English language.
Middle School Core. Cont.

36  Social Studies 6







37 Social Studies 7






 

Studies regions and cultures throughout the Eastern hemisphere focusing on Africa and Asia.  Study includes geography, culture, conflict and brief portions of modern world history.
38 American History I (8th)





 

This course covers American History from the American Revolution to the start of the 1900s.  Topics include the American Revolution, the making of our Constitution, the War of 1812, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the Industrial Revolution and a unit about our American Presidents.
75 PE 6




GRADE LEVEL:   6
76 PE 7/8




GRADE LEVEL:  7 & 8

This course is designed to continue to give students the opportunity to gain personal fitness skills and knowledge through an enriched Physical Education program. Students will be empowered to make choices, meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness and movement activity for a lifetime. Emphasis is placed on students learning personal fitness, including health-related fitness and wellness concepts, self assessments, and activities.
Middle School Elective Classes
55 Band 6





56 JH Chorus




GRADE LEVEL:  7 & 8
Elective

57 JH Band




GRADE LEVEL:  7 & 8
Elective


Middle School Exploratory Classes

20 Spanish 6 

21 Spanish 7

22 Spanish 8






 

Exploratory Spanish is an introductory level class, with each year lasting a quarter.  The focus will be primarily vocabulary of basic themes such as greetings, farewells, numbers, date, days of the week, months, weather, time, countries/capitols of Spanish-speaking countries, animals, colors and other descriptive words.  A small amount of present tense structure will be introduced in the 8th grade quarter.  Spanish holidays and festivals will also be explored and discussed. 

Middle School Exploratory Cont.
40 Ag/Industrial Tech 6


GRADE LEVEL:  6

41 Ag/Industrial Tech 7


GRADE LEVEL:  7

42 Ag/Industrial Tech 8


GRADE LEVEL:  8



51 World Drumming   


GRADE LEVEL : 8

Learn about African and Japanese drumming as well as other types of music from around the world in a hands on environment.   Refine you skills in creativity, leadership, teamwork, and respect.
52 Music Exploratory 6                                GRADE LEVEL:  6
53 Music Exploratory 7                                GRADE LEVEL:  7
This class will develop the vocabulary and skills needed to evaluate music on a higher level. Time will be spent reviewing music as well as experiencing operas and musical theatre productions.

54 Music Exploratory 8                                GRADE LEVEL:  8
This class engages students in hand drumming traditions of West Africa, the Caribbean and other cultures of the world.   Students will learn to communicate better with others, understand the value of teamwork, and learn to listen to all types of music critically.

59 Music Theatre

45 Art 6




GRADE LEVEL: 6


46 Art 7




GRADE LEVEL: 7

 

Students will apply various techniques, subjects, and ideas towards original artwork.  Studio emphasis on drawing, painting, and clay.
47 Art 8




GRADE LEVEL: 8

 

Students will apply various techniques, subjects, and ideas towards original artwork.  Studio emphasis on drawing, painting, and clay.

Middle School Exploratory Cont.

60 Computer 6




GRADE LEVEL: 6 

Students will refine their keyboarding skills through guided practice to achieve fluent manipulation of the letter keys, the figure/symbol keys, and basic service keys without looking or by touch.  Typing from a document and making corrections are emphasized.  Students will also learn basic concepts regarding the use of a word processing software.

61 Computer 7




GRADE LEVEL: 7 
Students will refine their keyboarding skills through guided practice to achieve fluent manipulation of the letter keys, the figure/symbol keys, and basic service keys without looking or by touch.  Typing from a document and making corrections are emphasized.  Includes lessons on online safety, future technology, and computer comparisons.
62 Computer 8




GRADE LEVEL: 8 
Word processing, spreadsheets, databases, and presentation software programs are explored in this class through a variety of projects.  Critical elements learned include formatting documents, using formulas, sorting data, creating charts, and problem solving.


70  Family and Consumer Science 6

GRADE LEVEL 6

71 Family and Consumer Science 7


GRADE LEVEL: 7

Skills for daily living will be explored in this class.  Focus units will be simple hand sewing repairs, operating the sewing machine, getting organized for success, personal management and health smart snacking.  An important emphasis of this course will be a unit of study on the theme of aging and the elderly.  A visitation at Oakwood Care Center in Clear Lake culminates the unit
72 Family and Consumer Science 8


GRADE LEVEL:  8

More skills for daily living are added to this exploratory.  Each student will construct a simple garment as units on consumer management, clothing care, operation of the sewing machine, and serger are studied.  Also included is a unit exploring teen pregnancy and related health issues.  Parenting and infant care skills will be important areas of study.  A “Baby-Think-It-Over” parenting simulation is included in the class.
79 Guidance 6




GRADE LEVEL: 6


The class will cover a variety of topics including character education, social skills, and academic skills
80 Guidance 7




GRADE LEVEL: 7


The class will cover a variety of topics including character education, social skills, and academic skills. Students will also participate in an introductory career exploration unit
81 Guidance 8




GRADE LEVEL: 8


The class will cover a variety of topics including character education, social skills, and academic skills. Students will also participate in a career exploration unit and work with the school counselor to develop a 4 year plan for their high school courses.


NIACC and IA Lakes
 PSEO Classes

Post-Secondary Enrollment Option Classes (PSEO)

Requirements for enrolling in a PSEO class:

1. Students must be proficient in reading, math and science as determined by ITED scores

2. Students must have exemplary attendance

3. Students/Parents will sign a PSEO agreement which outlines financial liability if student fails the course

4. Students taking any PSEO through Iowa Lakes must take the ACT or Compass exam.

	Course
	IA Lakes
	NIACC

	Comp 1
	ACT Score:  17+
	ACT Score:  16+

Compass Writing:  53+



	College Algebra
	ACT Score:  24+
	ACT Score:  21+

Compass Algebra:  76+



	Math for Liberal Arts
	Act Score:  19+
	ACT Score: 21+

Compass Algebra 56+




Students taking PSEO classes will receive both college and high school credit for the class. Grades from PSEO classes are calculated into a student’s high school cumulative GPA.

Although students from Ventura typically take college classes through NIACC & IA Lakes, distance learning classes and WEB-based classes may be available from other public and private colleges in Iowa.

For a listing of available classes students should contact the Guidance Office.
Advanced Placement Classes
Advanced Placement (AP) Classes are offered through the Iowa On-Line AP Academy, which is funded through the Belin-Blank Center at the University of Iowa. The classes are independent-study on-line classes.  Students access their assignments on a website and the class is taught by an accredited AP teacher. 
Requirements for Enrollment in an AP Course:

1. Students must have recommendation from area instructor/principal
2. Student must have exemplary attendance

3. Student/Parent will sign a AP agreement which outlines policies for exams and withdrawing from the course

At the end of the school year students will take the AP Exam for their class and may earn college credit by scoring a 4 or 5 (on a 1-5 scale) on that exam.

Expectations of students taking PSEO & AP Courses

1. Students will report to the Media Center for scheduled block of the course.

2. Students will follow all Media Center rules for student behavior as directed by staff member supervising the Media Center.
3. Students will abide by the Internet Acceptable Use policy as provided in the student handbook.

How to be successful in an PSEO and/ or AP Course

1. Student must be self-motivated to use time wisely and productively.

2. Student must have good time management skills to meet assignment due dates.

3. Student must have regular communication with online instructor.

4. Student must complete coursework with integrity.

5. Student must monitor their own grade/progress.

6. Student must seek out assistance if they are struggling in coursework.

7. Student must have exemplar attendance.
Articulated Classes
Students who take articulated classes at Ventura as a junior or senior and earn a B grade or higher, may receive college credit for the listed classes if they attend NIACC after graduation. Check with the school counselor for a complete listing of articulated classes between Ventura HS and NIACC classes.

Alternative Program
The Alternative Program serves students from the Ventura, Garner-Hayfield, and Clear Lake Community School Districts. The principal, with input from the school counselor, teachers and parents reviews applications for admission into the Alternative Program.
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Calculus
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Pre-Calculus





Post-Secondary or Advanced Placement  (AP) Math Courses
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