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Ventura & Garner-Hayfield School Boards release Whole Grade Sharing Agreement
Document. See the Ventura School web-site to view the entire document. The School Board

vote on this agreement is anticipated to occur in January 2012.

Once upon a time | was a history major, with dreams of being a history teacher. While my career as a
history teacher never panned out, | maintain an interest in history. One of the things that always fascinated
me was how different civilization progressed in different ways. Civilizations that grew in tropical areas never
seemed to have to develop as intricate systems to survive. Groups who lived in areas that were less

hospitable had to be creative, and often came up with some interesting ways to survive and thrive.

| think this is relevant now as well. While heating systems and snowplows are around to make surviving long
winters possible | think it takes people with some grit and determination to live in a northern climate. There
isn’t much stopping many of us from packing up and finding a sunny place to live. We choose to put up with

sub-zero weather for the benefits of this area.

More importantly, | think of our school system and the difficulties we are facing. It is no secret that we are
facing tough times. The reaction from almost everyone has been to get innovative and figure out ways to
thrive. | believe that the way we deal with hardships is telling of the type of people we are. Dealing with the
district’s current hardships has reminded me that | live in a place where people don’t surrender just because

things get tough. -Rob Cassidy, Principal, Ventura Community Schools
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Weather Related Announcements

Reminder, as the weather begins to transform into winter, school related announcements become an important part
of school information. Should the school decide to dismiss early, start classes late, dismiss school for the day or cancel
athletic or music activities we will put that information in a variety of media outlets. The following is a list of media

formats which will carry information regarding school and weather information.

KLSS Radio 106.1 FM - Mason City

KIMT Channel # 3 TV - Mason City

KIOW Radio 107.3 - Forest City

KAAL - Channel # 6 TV - Austin

KLKK (The Fox) Radio 103.7 — Mason City

School Alerts /| Statewide computer system - http://schoolalerts.iowa.gov

The Ventura School Board would like to offer all Ventura School District residents 65 or
older a free season pass to home games. If interested please call Connie Hackenmiller at

829-4482.
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From the Guidance Office:

SENIORS countdown to College: Some helpful advice from the lowa College Access Network:
December:
Apply for a PIN number to use for the FAFSA in January. Both student and parent will need to get a PIN number.
Apply at: www.pin.ed.gov
Look for and apply for scholarships and grants. Check the scholarship information on Ventura school’s web page.
Follow the guidance link.
Look at Scholarships/Grants for the schools you have applied.
Stay focused...keep studying and maintaining those good grades.
If you haven’t done it yet...Apply to your top college choices before Christmas!
January:
Submit your FAFSA as soon after Jan. | as possible. Parents get your federal income tax returns prepared early!!
Contact ICAN if you have problems with completing the FAFSA.
1-877-272-4692
Send in college housing applications

JUNIORS...also are counting down to college:
December:
If you haven’t taken the ACT yet, register for the Feb. || or April 14th ACT test date.
Register at www.actstudent.org Use Ventura’s school code |164-405
Registration Cost: $34. Students interested in a career in journalism should consider taking the writing portion for
an add’l cost of $15.50
January:

Begin scheduling visits to colleges. Many colleges have visit days specifically designed for juniors.

IN THE CLASSROOM:

This semester | have been teaching the 6™ grade students. As we talked about the Character Count trait of respect we covered
the topic of bullying. | do believe that the term ‘bullying’ does get overused at times. Nonetheless, bullying is an important/serious
issue and students, teachers administrators, & parents need to be aware the definition of bullying.

Definition of Bullying = is when a more powerful person intentionally hurts someone’s body, feelings, or things or threatens
them again and again.

Strategies for Handling Bullying:

Ask them to stop

Walk away

Avoid areas/situations where bullying occurs

Find your true friends

As a bystander, call the student being bullied away from the situation

Find a healthy outlet for feelings of anger: writing, exercising

Don’t react; argue, scream, burst into tears, or fight back. This is what the bully wants.
Report incident to an adult

Difference between Reporting & Tattling:
Reporting is when you are trying to HELP someone.

Tattling is when you are trying to get someone in trouble.

Overall, | believe that the administration and staff at Ventura do a great job at addressing any concerns that parents/students have
about bullying. -Stan Newton, Guidance

STUDENT COUNCIL BLOOD DRIVE: A special thank you to the community, and to our student
body for another successful blood drive. It is always a blessing to see how many of our students

and staff donate blood! VHS is a giving and caring school.
-Mr. and Mrs. Z and the Student Council



http://www.actstudent.org
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Homeless Students

Subtitle B of Title VIl of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (Title X, Part C, of the No Child Left Behind Act)
defines "homeless" as follows: The term "homeless children and youths"--

(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence (within the meaning of section 103(a)(1));
(B) includes--

(i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar
reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommoda-
tions; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;

(ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily
used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings (within the meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C));

(i) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train
stations, or similar settings; and

(iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965) who
qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i)
through (iii).
In accordance with Chapter 3, lowa Administrative Code, The Ventura School District encourages homeless children and youth to enroll in school. The
board will make reasonable efforts to identify homeless children and youth of school age within the district, encourage their enrollment and eliminate
existing barriers to their receiving an education which may exist in district policies or practices. The designated coordinator for identification of home-
less children is Robert Cassidy. For more information, please contact Robert Cassidy, 641-829-4484 or Brian Rodemeyer, 641-829-4482

It is the policy of the Ventura Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, na-
tional origin, gender, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran status, disability, or socioeconomic
status in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices.

If yog believe you have (or your child has) been discriminated against or treated unjustly at school, please contact the Eq-
uity Director:

Mr. Rob Cassidy at 110 South Main, Ventura, Iowa 50482 : 641-829-4484

Information Regarding the Healthy Kids Act:

The Healthy Kids Act was established on May 13, 2008 by the state legislature due to the fact that over the past 30 years,
the number of children who are overweight and obese has more than doubled. The current generation of children is the first to
have a lower life expectancy than the one that came before it.

Data suggests the prevalence of overweight youths in lowa, both very young and pre-adolescent, appears to outpace the
national rates. This places our youth at risk for a host of chronic diseases.

The Healthy Kids Act attempts to help address this issue by requiring physical activity and nutritional standards for
students in school settings and giving them a solid foundation for a better future.

School districts are required by the law to monitor how many minutes per week students are actively involved in some
type of physical activity.

Schools are also required by the May of 2012 to certify all graduate in CPR. This course usually will occur in a physical
education or health class.

As well, all vending machines must offer healthy food items, and other nutritional programs must meet the mandates set
forth in this law. Currently lunch programs are under their own state mandated standards and will continue to be required to meet
those requirements.

What does this mean for you and your child?

By law, at registration you will be asked to fill out a physical activity contract. This means you will receive a form to fill out
(among the other forms) which asks you to check off which activities your child will be participating in this year at school and the
approximate minutes per week. We will provide you with a chart to use in calculating the minutes per week. For example if you
checked off football, you would put down approximately 15 hrs. or 900 minutes per week Non-school related activity can also
count towards the required minutes per week, such as gymnastics, or dance clubs.

The amount of minutes per week that schools are asked to monitor vary by grade level. For example, schools are to
provide 30 minutes per week for students in grades K-5. At Ventura, this routinely occurs weekly in physical education classes,
recess, etc. In grades 6-12 schools are expected to have students in some type of physical activity for 120 minutes per week, such
as PE. sports or other approved activities.

Special Education Plan Available for Viewing
The Ventura Community School District recently conducted their five year required Special Education review and compliance audit. The
completed review was conducted by special education teachers, administrators with AEA consultants present. Ventura Community School has
corrected any and all compliance issues regarding IEP paperwork and has been approved by AEA 267 regarding these compliance issues.

Pursuant to regulations by the Department of Education, the new Special Education plan which has been reviewed, re-written, is now available in
the Superintendents office for any individual who wishes to review the documents.
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UP COMING EVENTS:
DEC. 5™ ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 7:15 AT THE 1940'S GYM
EARLY OUTS: DECEMBER 7™ 14™ AND 22" AT 2 PM & JANUARY 18™ AND 25™
CHRISTMAS BREAK DEC. 23” -JAN. 2" - CLASSES RESUME JANUARY 3™

PLEASE CONTINUE TO COLLECT THE BOX TOPS!!t
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! FROM THE ELEMENTARY STAFF

2011 = 12 Future Problem Solving

Future Problem Solving teaches students how to think, not what to think. The goals of the FPS program, rooted in curriculum
and instruction, are aligned with the Common Core Standards. These goals integrate a problem-solving model into students’ lives
to develop: “*critical and analytic thinking skills; *creative thinking abilities; *interest in the future; *written & verbal
communications; *research proficiency; *application to real problem solving; *self-direction and responsibility; *teamwork skills;
and *consensus building skills.

This year’s team (#182) is made up of fourth graders Nick Dyre, Chase Moorehead, Makenah Patton, and fifth graders Ashley
Moorehead and Tyler Nielsen. They worked on their first practice problem during their TAG class times and sent the packet to
be evaluated. They were off to a good start, with the topic of “All in a Day’s Work.” On Saturday, November 19, 2011, four of
the team members left the Ventura Elementary School at 7:30 a.m. — yes, they were having a school event early on a Saturday!!
We went to Nora Springs at the Central Springs Middle School and participated in their second practice problem, “Coral
Reefs.” The team wrote in their packets for two hours, brainstorming problems, solutions, and finally writing their best solution to
an underlying problem. After lunch, this team performed their skit based on their best solution. They were awarded SECOND
PLACE in the skits — CONGRATULATIONS!!! | am very proud of this fine, young team who used their critical and creative

thinking skills to solve the problem of coral reef restoration.

This team will continue to research their next problem, “Human Rights.” The next competition will be held in Forest City
during the last week in January. This will be the State Qualifying Problem, which means that those teams who win first or second
place in their packet writing will compete at the State Level held at ISU in Ames in April. **Please Congratulate our Junior team and
wish them the best on their topic of Human Rights in January. ~FPS Coach Lorie Huffman

Some Things to Remember:

=T

* 6th-12th graders need to bring their own school supplies. We do not provide pencils, paper, etc.
for them.

* Please be sure to let the office know if your address, phone numbers, email, etc. change through-
out the school year so staff are able to reach you.

A Note Concerning School Board Meetings

Ventura School Board conducts their regular meetings on the1st and 3™ Monday of each month. These meetings begin at
7:15 p.m. and are held in the Media Center at the High School building.

All regular meetings are open to the public, however if you wish to be on the agenda, you must contact the School Board
Secretary the Wednesday prior to the meeting you wish to attend and state your reason for wanting on the agenda.

-Nancy Watson, School Board Secretary
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FIRST GRADE NEWS

First graders are exploring map skills in social studies. Maybe | can read the map to you on
our next car trip?!

In our third reading book and now learning about long vowel sounds. Listen to me read
because | am really becoming a great reader!

Ready to tackle our new unit in math. Addition and subtraction basic-fact strategies. Flash-

cards make wonderful stocking stuffers.

Santa’s little helpers will soon be preparing a little surprise for all good parents!
Time to wish each and everyone a very joyful Christmas and healthy, happy New Year.
Happy Holidays,

Mrs. Fey and First Graders

Ventura 6-12 Christmas Concert
Looking to get into the Holiday Spirit? Come to the Ventu8aBand and Vocal concert on December
8th at 7:00 p.m. in the 1940's gym. Admission is free and everyone is invited! If for some reason
are not able to make this performance the High school portion will be rebroadcasted on KIOW
KGLO. Visit their websites to find broadcast times.

ALUMNI PEP BAND NIGHT!

tunes before the gig!
Those playing with the pep band will also get into the games free! If you want play before { wq\
the Girls halftime as well as see the Lady Vikes vs. West-iBaliakd please meet in the ban @% )
room by 5:45 p.m. If you don't think you have the chops to play the girls and boys games show Ug

building renovation is completed and if you like you can check out the big changes made over the last few ye
hope to see you there!

NEW ORLEANS 2012!

The last meeting before the big music trip to New Orleans will be Tuesday, February 21

‘ 0ST2NBE 6S GNIY @St Ay al NOK® Ly 2NRSNJ i
" your questions in advance of the meetingrtbenzing@venturaschool.org

Elementary Music Program: Around the World at Christmas Time

The Ventura Elementary School winter program and 5th grade band concert will be on Monday,
December 5th. The concert will start at 7 p.m. in the 1940's gym with students
arriving to meet with their teachers in the high school commons at 6:30 p.m. There is

-Melodee Reineke, Vocal Music

V\( no admission fee, and the public is welcome to attend.
4

Tuesday December 20th come play in the Ventura Pep band! This year in order to help those players who|have n
played for awhile, Mr. Benzing will email pdf files of music to you at your request. Get a chance to try some of the

at 7:30p.m. We will take a group photo between the girls and boys games and then play for the boys halftime. Thi

ars. W\

at 7:00

p.m. in the high school music room. This is the place to find out all those last minute details

2 3
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P.O. Box 18
Ventura, |A 50482
High School - 641-829-4484
Fax - 829-3995
Elementary - 641-829-4482
Fax - 829-3906
Email - (name)@venturaschools.org

HOT LUNCH NEWS

Our Hot Lunch Program is a computerized system with each student having a
“lunch account” that money is deposited into. As the students eat each day the
cost of the meal and any extras are deducted from the account.
Costs are listed below - but please remember that many students DO eat
EXTRAS and this depletes their lunch money quicker!
Breakfast = $1.45 Lunch = $2.25 Extras = $.25 - $.75
Please pay ahead by sending money regularly for your lunch account.
This will help keep your account with a positive balance.

If you think you might qualify for free or reduced lunches there is a form
provided in this newsletter or you can call me for an application. The guide-
lines are quite generous and it helps the school qualify for reimbursements and
additional funding for early childhood programs. It is completely confidential
for you and your student. Not even the people entering lunch data can tell
who is free or reduced.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at the school by note,
phone (829-4484) or email (npeterson@venturaschools.org). THANKS! -Nan

We’re on the Web!

www.ventura.kl2.ia.us

FORYOUR INFORMATION

¢ Dates/ltems change on the
master school  calendar @%
- please check the monthly \%

&>
newsletter calendar O

and/or the website.

e Gym Use/Availability for activities
should be checked out through Nan

Peterson, Administrative Assistant

e Long distance phone calls need to be

limited from the school office.

Please make appointments and
social arrangements outside of

school hours.

THANKS!

Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year!

Please check the school web site (www.venturaschools.org)
For teacher websites, calendars, notices,

and other updated information!




