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V E N T U R A   C O M M U N I T Y   S C H O O L S

JR-SR HIGH STUDENT HANDBOOK
Our Mission: Provide a community of opportunity.

FOREWORD
The following rules and regulations are approved each year by the Ventura Community School Board of Education.  This handbook is meant to be a guide for students, parents, and teachers.  It is impossible to write a rule for every infraction or situation that could exist.  Therefore, any situation that arises not covered by the following rules may be handled by the administration, Board of Education, or both. 

ESSENTIAL LEARNINGS

The Ventura Community School District has developed the following essential learnings in an effort to provide a community of opportunity in which all students can demonstrate and apply knowledge of basic skills.




1) Displays ability to access and apply information and technology



2) Demonstrates appropriate and effective communication



3) Exhibits problem solving and decision making skills



4) Displays traits and ethics of a good citizen

DAILY SCHEDULE

	Block I  



8:30 - 9:55 a.m. 

Block II  



10:00 - 11:20 

Block III 



11:25 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.   

Lunch Periods    


"A" 11:25 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.     






"B" 12:15 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.





            "C" 12:45 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
Block IV                                             1:20 – 2:40 p.m.     JH Music/SH/ PE/ Sports    

HS 21st Century Skills Class              2:45 – 3:15 p.m.     JH PE/ Sports     




ACADEMICS

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

See the academic catalog or the school guidance counselor for information

CLASS DESIGNATION: To be considered a sophomore, students must have 12 credits at the start of the year, 24 to be a junior, and 36 to be a senior. Class designations will be made only at the start of the academic year.

EARLY GRADUATION
A student who wishes to graduate with fewer than 4 years of high school instruction may do so by applying for Early Graduation. Inquiries regarding early graduation and a listing of complete requirements are on file in the office of the guidance counselor.

GRADUATION OR TRANSFER CHECK-OUT PAPERS

Students graduating or transferring from Ventura Schools must have checkout papers signed by all teachers, the office, and the principal.  Students will have clearance to graduate or transfer only after the completed paperwork is given to the principal.  These checkout papers may be obtained in the principal's office.

POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS ACT
The Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act allows eligible students the opportunity to take courses at an Iowa community college or a college or university, and have the cost of tuition, fees, and books paid by their home school district.  Inquiries regarding PSEO and application materials should be directed to the office of the guidance counselor or principal.

· Students who fail or withdraw from a PSEOA class are required to pay for the class out of pocket and spend that block of their schedule in the high school media center.

· Students who enroll in PSEO classes are required to meet high school established standards for eligibility for activities.

· Students will receive high school credit for all PSEO courses, and the grades will be part of the High School GPA.  All college level work will apply to the student’s permanent college GPA at that institution.
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASSES

Advanced Placement (AP) Classes are offered through the Iowa Online (AP) Academy. Inquiries regarding AP classes and application materials should be directed to the office of the guidance counselor or principal.

COLLEGE VISITATIONS

Juniors and seniors may visit advanced training schools.  They must have written permission from their parents and must have their work made up in advance.  These days will not count as a day of absence according to the attendance policy, if all procedures are followed properly.

WORK RELEASE FOR STUDENTS

The only students who will be excused before 3:15 are those seniors whose parents have appeared before the principal and requested that their child be excused to work away from home, or those who have credited work experience on their IEP.  The school will contact the employer to acquire the student's schedule. 

ATTENDANCE AND DISCIPLINE

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Irregular attendance or tardiness by students not only slows their own progress but also interferes with the progress of those pupils who are regular and prompt in their attendance.  Just as an adult may not skip work without advance notice to an employer, the school must be notified of impending student absences.

Student absences approved by the principal are excused absences.  These absences may include illness, family emergencies, and appointments that cannot be scheduled outside the school day. It is the responsibility of the parent to notify the student’s attendance center as soon as the parent knows the student will not be attending school on that day.  

Truancy is the act of being absent without reasonable cause.  These absences include, but are not limited to: tardiness, shopping, hunting, concerts, parties, and employment. Students who are absent from school without acceptable excuse shall be subject to disciplinary measures, which may include, but not be limited to detention, short-term and long-term suspension, and expulsion.  Classroom teachers may add additional consequences for unexcused absences from their classes.

MAKE-UP WORK/ ABSENCE SHEET

Students are allowed one day to make up work for each day's excused absence up to two days. After a third consecutive absence a student will receive two days per absence to complete make-up work.  Upon a student's return to school, he or she is to acquire a make-up slip from the office.  The instructor will write the missed assignments on the slip and sign the form when the work is completed.  If a test is missed on the day of the absence, the teacher may, at her discretion, require that the test be taken upon the student's return.

SCHOOL ABSENCES AND ACTIVITIES

A student must be in attendance a full day to participate or practice in any school activity the same day.  This rule may be waived if the principal approved the absence in advance. Students must be in attendance for at least the second half of any school day in order to be a spectator the same day.

LEAVING SCHOOL GROUNDS

No students will be allowed to leave the school grounds during the school day without permission from the principal.  Any time a student must leave school during school hours (e.g. appointments), the student must sign out in the office.  If a student is ill, he or she is to notify the principal's office so transportation may be arranged. 

CHEATING

Students cheating on any assignment, quiz, or test will be disciplined. The first occurrence will require the project to be redone for half credit; the second occurrence will earn a zero for the project. Subsequent occurrences may result in greater consequences. Plagiarism is a form of cheating and will not be tolerated.
OPEN CAMPUS FOR SENIORS

Ventura senior class students may be allowed open campus privileges during the school year. Seniors may be out of the building or in other areas of the school involved in non-disruptive activities during their non-classroom time.  If a senior is on the "D" or "Failing List" they will lose this privilege for that three-week period. Any infraction of school rules may result in the suspension of this privilege. From time to time, required meetings may be held during a block of the day, or during Study Time, at which seniors must be present.

WEAPONS and THREATS
It is the policy of the Ventura Community School District to maintain a safe learning environment for all students.  The Board of Education believes that weapons and other dangerous objects and look-a-likes in school facilities, as well as verbal threats, cause material and substantial disruption to the school environment and present a threat to the health and safety of students, staff, and visitors.   Violations of this policy will be cause for disciplinary action up to and including expulsion.  

DETENTION AND SUSPENSION

Any Ventura staff member may assign detention to a student. Corrective discipline that can be assigned by an administrator may include before and after school detentions, Saturday detention and both in-school and out-of-school suspension.  Students will be given at least one day in which to serve an assigned detention.  Students who require frequent disciplinary actions may expect to incur more severe penalties for similar infractions.

SUSPENSION OF PUPIL 

The Ventura Board of Education may confer upon any principal or Superintendent the power temporarily to dismiss a pupil.  Notice of such dismissal will be given at once in writing to the President of the Board of Education. Pupils who are suspended from school may request work missed but are solely responsible for getting the work and turning it in by any and all due dates. Other punishments or restrictions of privileges may be imposed upon re-instatement into school as deemed appropriate by the administration. Pupils who are suspended from school may not attend any school function during the time of the suspension.
EXPULSION OF PUPIL 

The Ventura Board of Education, by a majority vote, may expel any pupil from school for immorality, or for a violation of the regulations or rules established by the Board of Education, or when the presence of the pupil is detrimental to the best interests of the school. When expelled by the Board of Education, he or she may be re-admitted only by the Board of Education or in the manner prescribed by it. Pupils who are expelled from school may not attend school or any school function during the time of the expulsion. Other punishments or restrictions of privileges may be imposed upon re-instatement into school as deemed appropriate by the administration or Board of Education.
SEARCH AND SEIZURE

(PERSONS-PERSONAL EFFECTS-LOCKERS-AUTOMOBILES)

The Board of Education holds all school property in public trust.  School authorities may, without a search warrant, search a student, student lockers, desks, work areas, or student automobiles to maintain order and discipline in the schools, promote the educational environment, and protect the safety and welfare of students and school personnel.  School authorities may seize any illegal, unauthorized or contraband materials discovered in the search. 

School lockers are temporarily assigned to students for their use during school; however, lockers remain the property of the school district at all times. The state of Iowa allows a school district to inspect any number of lockers at any given time, as long as another person is present for the inspection.  This notice is in compliance with the required one-time written notice to students and parents.  

Students are permitted to park on school premises as a matter of privilege not of right.  The school retains the authority to conduct routine patrols of the student parking lot area.  The interior of the student's automobile on the school premises may be searched if the school authority has reasonable suspicion to believe that illegal, unauthorized, or contraband items are contained inside.

STUDENT ATTIRE

Ventura Community School District students are expected to dress and groom themselves appropriately at all times. The following types of clothing will not be allowed during the school day because of the likelihood that such attire will cause a material and substantial disruption to the educational process: clothing that reveals too much skin, shirts that reveal a bare midriff region, and any clothing that reveals undergarments. 

Students will be given the option of changing clothing, but if that option is not exercised, the student will be disciplined.

Additional dress code requirements are as follows:

· Hats, caps, or other head coverings shall not be worn

· Clothing or accessories that advertise, promote, suggest, or display alcoholic beverages, controlled substances, or other products or services illegal to minors are prohibited.

· Clothing or accessories that are sexually suggestive are prohibited.

  It is within the sole discretion of the administration to determine if clothing is appropriate.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Listed below are the school activities for which a student may be declared ineligible.   Students may be declared ineligible for academic deficiency*, for a violation of rules, regulations, or for a violation of the Good Conduct Rule.

FOOTBALL


CHEERLEADING                  
SOFTBALL       

VOLLEYBALL

DRAMA



BASEBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

SPEECH



GOLF

BASKETBALL

HONOR CHOIR


F F A
TRACK


JAZZ BAND



MASS BAND
FLAGS


HONOR BAND


TRAPSHOOTING


MARCHING BAND

MASS CHORUS


STUDENT COUNCIL



PEP BAND


NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

ANY EXTRA-CURRICULAR TRIP/ACTIVITY UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE SCHOOL

*Concert choir and concert band are academic courses, therefore, students must participate in those activities that are required parts of the courses, even if academically ineligible.  Good Conduct violations will keep the student from participating even in these activities, however.
ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY

Students in grades 7 through 12 are not eligible to participate in any extra-curricular activities unless they are passing all subjects in every three-week grading period.  Students shall remain ineligible for a minimum of the three-week period that is established by the school calendar. (At times, this may be more than 3 weeks depending on school breaks.  See the principal for more information.)  Students in vocal and/or instrumental music will continue to perform in those activities which are required as part of the course.  The music directors will submit a list of such activities to the principal at the start of the school year. 

Academic eligibility will be determined locally by progress reports every 3 weeks, and by quarter grades each 9 weeks. Students must also meet all IHSAA,  IGHSAU, and IHSMA academic eligibility rules. In addition to local academic eligibility rules, this means that any failing semester grade will make the student ineligible for the first period of 30 calendar days in the first activity in which he or she is a contestant. (See policy from the Dept. of Education beginning on page 8.)
Coaches and activity directors may not have a different academic standard from what is written in this policy.

Athletic Eligibility Rules from Department of Education

 
The language of the new "scholarship" rule, as adopted by the State Board on March 2, is (new language is in italics):

36.15(2) Scholarship rules. ... 

a. All contestants must be enrolled and in good standing in a school that is a member or associate member in good standing of the organization sponsoring the event. 

b. All contestants must be under 20 years of age. 

c. All contestants shall be enrolled students of the school in good standing.  They shall receive credit in at least four subjects, each of one period or "hour" or the equivalent thereof, at all time.  To qualify under this rule, a "subject" must meet the requirements of 281-Chapter 12.  Coursework taken from a postsecondary institution and for which a school district or accredited nonpublic school grants academic credit toward high school graduation shall be used in determining eligibility.  No student shall be denied eligibility if the student's school program deviates from the traditional two-semester school year. 

(1) Each contestant shall be passing all coursework for which credit is given and shall be making adequate progress toward graduation requirements at the end of each grading period.  Grading period, graduation requirements, and any interim periods of ineligibility are determined by local policy.  For purposes of this subrule, "grading period" shall mean the period of time at the end of which a student in grades 9 through 12 receives a final grade and course credit is awarded for passing grades. 
(2) If at the end of any grading period a contestant is given a failing grade in any course for which credit is awarded, the contestant is ineligible to dress for and compete in the next occurring interscholastic athletic contests and competitions in which the contestant is a contestant for 30 consecutive calendar days. 

d. A student with a disability who has an individualized education program shall not be denied eligibility on the basis of scholarship if the student is making adequate progress, as determined by school officials, towards the goals and objectives on the student’s individualized education program. 
e. A student who meets all other qualifications may be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics for a maximum of eight consecutive semesters upon entering the ninth grade for the first time.  However, a student who engages in athletics during the summer following eighth grade is also eligible to compete during the summer following twelfth grade.  Extenuating circumstances such as health may be the basis for an appeal to the executive board which may extend the eligibility of a student when the executive board finds that the interest of the student and interscholastic athletics will be benefited. 

f. All member schools shall provide appropriate interventions and necessary academic support for students who fail, and shall report to the department regarding those interventions on the comprehensive school improvement plan. 

g. A student is academically eligible upon entering the ninth grade. 

h. A student is not eligible to participate in an interscholastic sport if the student has, in that same sport, participated in a contest with or against, or trained with, a National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA), National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), or other collegiate governing organization's sanctioned team.  A student may not participate with or against high school graduates if the graduates represent a collegiate institution or if the event is sanctioned or sponsored by a collegiate institution.  Nothing in this subrule shall preclude a student from participating in a one-time tryout with or against members of a college team with permission from the member school's administration and the respective collegiate institution's athletic administration. [This is NOT a substantive change; it clarifies the "college squad" rule]. 

i. No student shall be eligible to participate in any given interscholastic athletic sport if the student has engaged in that sport professionally. 

j. The local superintendent of schools, with the approval of the local board of education, may give permission to a dropout student to participate in athletics upon return to school if the student is otherwise eligible under these rules. 

k. Remediation of a failing grade by way of summer school or other means shall not affect the student's ineligibility.  All failing grades shall be reported to any school to which the student transfers 

  

Frequently Asked Questions
What is passing? 

 There is no statewide definition of passing; this is a locally controlled decision. In the absence of a local rule to address this, passing means any grade that is other than "F." 
 If a school has an option whereby students may take a course "pass or no pass," a grade of "no pass" is a failing grade. 

  How about Incompletes? Withdrawals? 

Again, this is left to local control. But, LOCAL CONTROL means taking affirmative action to clarify for students just what an "I" or "W" means. In the absence of a local rule to address this, an "I" or "W" will be considered failure. 
May an Incomplete be changed to a passing grade? 

Depends on local policy. If a school has a policy that an "I" is failure, the "I" may not be changed to a passing grade for purposes of avoiding ineligibility. 

 What is a grading period? 
A "grading period" is the period of time at the end of which a student receives a final grade and course credit is awarded for passing grades. Each school determines its own grading periods.  

  

What is a final grade? 

A final grade is that grade that goes on the student's transcript. If a school offers block scheduling, a final grade might occur at the end of nine weeks if the grade is recorded on the student's transcript. A final grade is NOT the grade on the progress report that goes to students and their families. 

What is credit coursework or a credit subject? 

If the student's transcript includes a letter grade (other than "F," "I," or "W") for the subject or course, this is credit coursework. The most typical example of non-credit coursework is Driver Education. It is a local decision (to be made about the course as a whole, and not to be made on an individual student basis) whether a certain subject or course is one for which credit is awarded. 

 Why is a definition of "compete" now included in the rules? 

There have been instances where member and associate member schools inadvertently played ineligible students, forcing the executive board to determine an appropriate penalty to impose against the school.  For instance, in one case, a transfer student (ineligible for 90 consecutive school days from varsity competition) played J.V. football and practiced with the varsity as a member of the scout team.  No problem so far.  Unfortunately, he was allowed to dress in full pads and uniform and to be on the sidelines with the rest of the varsity team on game nights.  During one game, his team had enough of a lead that the coach yelled, "scout team go in."  You guessed it; the ineligible player ran in with the rest of the scout team and played a couple of downs before the error was caught.   Adding a definition of "compete" and including dressing in full uniform and taking part in pre-game warm-ups is meant to assist member and associate member schools to know what is and is not acceptable. 

 GOOD CONDUCT POLICY

IDEALS, PRINCIPLES, AND STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE VENTURA COMMUNITY SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION:  

GENERAL STANDARD:  Any student whose habits and/or conduct, both in and out of school during the school year, or during the summer months, are such as to make them unworthy to represent the ideals, principles, and standards of this school, shall be declared ineligible by the school and will remain ineligible until reinstated by the administration.

SPECIFIC STANDARD FOR USE/POSSESSION OF TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES:  If a student is reported by his or her parents, a faculty member, a Board of Education member, or law enforcement officials, acknowledges such, or through reasonable investigation by the school officials is found to have been a part of using tobacco, alcoholic beverages, controlled substance, or the possession thereof, or admits having been in attendance at or is found to have been in attendance at such a party or social function where they knew, or should have known, the preceding is present, the following disciplinary action will be taken:

1st Violation: A suspension of 4 weeks from all school activities. The period of suspension from all school activities begins upon the first publically performed activity in which the student would have participated.

2nd Violation: A suspension of 8 weeks from all school activities. The period of suspension from all school activities begins upon the first publically activity in which the student would have participated. 

3rd Violation: A suspension for one calendar year from all activities.

Note: Violations while students are in grades K-8 will follow this policy.  Violations while students are in grades 9-12 will begin again with the first violation.

Students found to be in the “mere presence” when illegal substances are present or are being consumed, or illegal activity (i.e. vandalism) takes place are vulnerable to “good conduct” violations.

STUDENT OPTIONS   

The following options are offered to students who find themselves in a situation where they place their eligibility for participation in school activities in jeopardy:

1)  Leave immediately. An intention to leave is not a defense; nor is being the "designated driver.”

2)  Get rid of the alcohol, drugs, etc.


3) Demand that the person(s) bringing the contraband leave the event/area and take the substances with him/her/them.

4) Stay and lose eligibility for extra-curricular activities.

ADDITIONAL GOOD CONDUCT GUIDELINES

· All good conduct violations always require that the student be suspended from a minimum of three school events. This stipulation will follow the individual until all requirements are met. Students will not be credited with more than one event per day.

· Successive violations will carry over from year to year.

· A parent’s condoning their child’s activity (smoking, using substances, etc.) does not excuse the student from consequences with the school.

· Turning eighteen years of age (legal age for tobacco) or going to a state or country where a certain activity is legal does not exempt a student from consequences with the school.

· The attempted sale or purchase of illegal items (tobacco, alcohol, drugs, stolen property) will be a violation of the good conduct policy.
· In addition to the above items, coaches, directors, and supervisors of school activities may establish rules and regulations with regard to training, appearance, general conduct and behavior so that students may represent the activity in an acceptable manner and facilitate meeting the general objectives of the school program.

 If the student reports the violation of the good conduct policy to the administration within 48 hours of the offense, the time of suspension may be reduced by 25% (4 weeks to 3 weeks) for the first offense only.

A student may satisfy the stipulations of these penalties by participating in any extra-curricular activity.  However, in order to satisfy the penalties, the student must complete the entire program or season of the activity.  Failure to do so as a result of removal from the activity by the coach or director due to poor attitude or failure to complete the season due to extended illness or injury, unless excused by a written doctor's statement, shall forfeit the attempt to gain eligibility.  All penalties must be completed in full and penalty time may carry over to the next activity or next year. New penalties incurred during a student’s ineligibility will begin when the current penalty is completed.

Any student declared ineligible under another school district's Good Conduct Rule who then, without having completed the full period of ineligibility at that school, transfers to Ventura Schools will not be eligible for extra-curricular competition or performances, until the full period of ineligibility is completed. Previous violations will be counted when future violations occur.

For each violation of the Good Conduct Rule, the student and his or her parents shall meet with the Guidance Counselor or principal at least once.

APPEAL PROCESS FOR GOOD CONDUCT VIOLATIONS

When removal from an activity could be part of the penalty for rule infractions, the following is the course of proceedings in accordance with the rules and principles established for the enforcement and protection of individual rights:

NOTE: The student and his/her parents may attend any and all of these proceedings at their option.

I.  Student and principal meet and review facts of the matter.  If the student is not satisfied with the principal’s decision, he or she has 24 hours in which to request a hearing panel review. This request must be in writing to the superintendent.

II.  HEARING PANEL: A hearing panel consisting of the guidance counselor, one teacher selected by the Superintendent, and one teacher selected by the student, will meet within 3 calendar days.

  Duties and powers of the Hearing Panel:



1.  Listen to the facts of the case as presented by both sides



2.  Determine whether or not a violation of the rules has occurred

                          3.  Concur with the penalty for the violation,  dismiss the case, or recommend that because of the unusual circumstances of the case, special consideration be given the case and a different penalty be given

If the student still is not satisfied, the next step is an Appeal Panel.

NOTE: The decision of the Hearing Panel may be appealed to an Appeal Panel by filing a written request with the superintendent of schools stating the reason for the appeal within three calendar days following the decision of the Hearing Panel.

III.  APPEAL PANEL: The appeal panel; consisting of the superintendent, one teacher selected by the principal, and one teacher selected by the student; will meet within three calendar days of the date of the appeal request.

  Duties of the Appeal Panel:



1.  Review the evidence presented to the Hearing Panel



2.  Hear any new information presented by either side



3.  Review the decision made by the Hearing Panel

            4.  Affirm the decision of the Hearing Panel, dismiss the case, or adjust the penalty.

NOTE: The Appeal Panel has the authority to adjust the penalty up or down. Only if the penalty was adjusted by the Appeal Panel may the student appeal the decision to the Board of Education, in writing within three days.  In all other events, the decision of the Appeal Panel is final.  The Board of Education will meet within 5 calendar days of receiving an appeal properly brought before it.
TRANSPORTATION AND OTHER SCHOOL-RELATED ISSUES

MOTOR VEHICLES
Students' vehicles are not to be used during the school day or during school activities unless the student has special permission of the administration. Park properly in designated areas only.  Students who do not comply with these rules will not be allowed to drive on the school grounds. (This includes bikes.)

OFF CAMPUS CLASSES

All students attending classes on another campus (Garner) will be transported in a school vehicle.  Only the principal or superintendent may grant exceptions to this.

SCHOOL DRIVING PERMITS
Students requesting a school driving permit must obtain an application from a State of Iowa driver's license examiner's office and present such to the Ventura School Board of Education at one of their regularly scheduled meetings.  The student and his parents or guardians must request to be placed on the Board of Education’s agenda and must attend the meeting to request approval for a school driving permit. Please consult Dept of Transportation rules for restrictions on who qualifies for a driving permit.  Questions should be directed to the DOT or Superintendent Brian Rodemeyer.

SCHOOL BUSES

The primary reason for maintaining good discipline on school buses is safety.  If, after due warning, the pupil persists in being disobedient, the Superintendent shall bar the student from riding the bus until written permission is given by the Superintendent of Schools or the Board of Education to ride again. 

· Treat the driver and other passengers with respect.

· Act responsibly and follow all directions of the driver.

· Stay in a bus seat while the bus is moving.

SPECTATOR AND ACTIVITY TRIPS BY BUS OR CAR

Students must travel to activities by school vehicle.  The parent of a student may request to take his own student home by personally speaking with the activity sponsor.  Parents may request that their student travel home with another district parent ONLY.  This request must be in writing, signed by the principal or superintendent, and given to the sponsor.  The parent taking the student must personally see the sponsor to take charge of the student.

JUNIOR-SENIOR PROM

Ventura's juniors and seniors and their dates are allowed to attend the junior/senior prom. A freshman or sophomore may attend only when invited by a junior or senior student.  Students from outside Ventura Schools must be registered with the principal's office before attending the prom. 

CLASS OR SCHOOL PARTIES AND DANCES

Guests are only allowed at school dances if registered in the principal's office.  Parties or dances during the week shall be over by 10:00 PM.  Weekend parties are to be over by 12:00 midnight.  This includes the Prom.  IF STUDENTS LEAVE BEFORE AN EVENT IS OVER, THEY WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO RETURN. 

SCHOOL LUNCH

All students are requested to eat their noon lunch at school, but permission will be granted on request of the parent for students who live in Ventura to go home to eat. High school students may go downtown during their lunch block. A student whose lunch account is $5 or more in the negative may not eat regular lunch, but may have a peanut butter sandwich and milk.

FIRE AND TORNADO DRILL PROCEDURES
A continuous alarm is the signal for a fire drill.  Instructions are posted in each classroom.  Each teacher will review the proper exit procedures.

The signal to alert the school in case of a tornado is a verbal one given by intercom.  All students are to quickly and quietly proceed to the cafeteria/new gym hallway, sit on the floor against a wall if possible, and cover their heads.

SCHOOL CLOSING

When inclement weather is apt to close roads, announcements will be available via radio and television stations KGLO AND KIMT. Should the school receive a storm warning during school hours, the pupils may or may not be returned home by bus. Whenever it becomes necessary to return students to their homes early, our greatest concern is the possibility that no one will be home and that younger children will be unable to get into the house.  Please make arrangements with your children so they can get in their houses in case of your absence.
VISITORS TO VENTURA JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL

School is a workplace, and not a social event.  Student visitors during school time are strongly discouraged. If a student is contemplating enrolling, he or she may be allowed to visit for a short period of time.  Permission must be sought from the principal for such a visit. 

CELL PHONES and OTHER PHONE CALLS

The use of cell phones is strictly prohibited from the time a student enters the building in the morning until school is dismissed.  Cell phones must be turned off, not merely silenced, while in the building.  A student who needs to use a cell phone must come to the office for permission, and will be given the opportunity to use it in private. Students using cell phones in violation of this policy will be required to hand them in. Cell phones will only be given back to parents or guardians. 
Other than contacting parents in case of emergencies such as illness, using school phones for personal long-distance calls is not allowed.
REQUIRED NOTICES

FAMILY EDUCATION RIGHTS
The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 provides the right of parents of minor children to inspect, review, and challenge any and all materials contained in official records or files directly related to their children.  This right is then accorded to the child when he/she reaches the age of 18.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Students enrolled in the Ventura Community School District shall have an equal opportunity for a quality public education without discrimination regardless of their race, creed, gender, marital status, national origin, sexual orientation, ability, or disability.  The education program shall be free of such discrimination and provide equal opportunity for all participants.  The education program shall foster knowledge of, and respect and appreciation for, the historical and contemporary contributions of diverse cultural groups as well as men and women to society.  It shall also reflect the wide variety of roles open to both men and women and provide equal opportunity for both sexes.  Inquiries regarding compliance with equal education opportunity shall be directed to the Superintendent of Schools by writing to Ventura Schools, Title IX Compliance Officer, Box 18, Ventura, Iowa, 50482.  The Region V Office of Enforcement can be reached at: Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 233 N. Michigan Ave.-Suite 240, Chicago, IL  60601  (312) 886-2359,  (312) 353-5693 (TDD), or 

(312) 886-1807 Fax

ABUSE OF STUDENTS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT EMPLOYEES

LEVEL ONE INVESTIGATORS

Physical or sexual abuse of students, including inappropriate and intentional sexual behavior by employees, will not be tolerated.  The definition of employees for the purpose of this policy includes not only those who work for pay but also those who are volunteers of the school district under the direction and control of the school district.  Employees found in violation of this policy will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including discharge.

The school district will respond promptly to allegations of abuse of students by school district employees by investigating or arranging for the investigation of an allegation.  The processing of a complaint or allegation will be handled confidentially to the maximum extent possible.  Employees are required to assist in the investigation when requested to provide information and to maintain the confidentiality of the reporting and investigation process.

The school district has appointed a Level I investigator and alternate Level I investigator.  The school district has also arranged for a trained, experienced professional to serve as the Level II investigator.

LEVEL ONE INVESTIGATORS FOR VENTURA SCHOOLS ARE:

Brian Rodemeyer, Superintendent

Stan Newton, 7-12 Guidance Counselor, Alternate

Either investigator may be contacted by calling 641-829-4484
HARASSMENT STATEMENT

It is the policy of the Ventura Community School District to maintain a learning environment that is free from bullying or harassment.  It shall be a violation of this policy to bully or harass other students or staff through conduct designed to reduce the dignity of that individual with respect to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, gender, age, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or any other form of bullying or harassment, including electronic media (i.e. Internet, e-mail, etc.).  Violations of this policy are cause for disciplinary action up to and including expulsion. 

Harassment may include but is not limited to the following:


Verbal, physical, or written harassment, abuse, or bullying


Repeated remarks of a demeaning nature


Implied or explicit threats concerning one’s grades, job, etc.


Demeaning jokes, stories, or activities directed at a student or employee

Persons who believe they have suffered bullying or harassment shall report it in a timely manner to a teacher, counselor, or administrator.  

INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

With access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of material that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.  Ventura CSD has taken precautions to restrict access to controversial materials.  However, on a global network it is impossible to control all materials and an industrious user may discover controversial information.

The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in a cancellation of those privileges. The system administrators will deem what is inappropriate use and their decision is final.  Also, system administrators may close an account at any time as required.  The administration, faculty, and staff of Ventura CSD may request the system administrator to deny, revoke, or suspend specific user accounts.

Ventura CSD makes no warranties of any kind, whether expressed or implied, for the service it is providing.  Ventura CSD will not be responsible for any damages a student may suffer.  This includes loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mis-deliveries, or service interruptions caused by its own negligence or others’ errors or omissions.  Use of any information obtained via the Internet is at one’s own risk.

By default, parents and students agree to all conditions stated here in the handbook in regards to Internet usage. If, a parent and/or student feel that it would be impossible to follow such rules, or a parent wishes for his/her student(s) to not use the Internet for class work, then a separate slip must be filled out to denote that request with the following information.

Example:

Internet Use Deferral
I,                                              _______   , parent/guardian of                                                , would like all computer access revoked.




       (name of child)

I understand that some coursework may require research to be performed on the computer and am fully aware that my child will have to find a location and time off school grounds to complete this work.

_____________________________
__________________


(name)




(date)
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THE 6 PILLARS OF CHARACTER

TRUSTWORTHINESS “Yes and no are very powerful words. Mean them when you say them. Respect them when you hear them.” Michael Josephson

RESPECT “The way you see people is the way you treat them, and the way you treat them is what they become.” Goethe

RESPONSIBILITY “Mistakes are a fact of life.  It is the response to error that counts.” Nikki Giovanni

FAIRNESS “It is the mark of a true education to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.” Aristotle

CARING “Blessed are those who can give without remembering and take without forgetting.” Princess Elizabeth Bibesco

CITIZENSHIP “A society grows great when old people plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit in.” Greek proverb
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