Social Studies 

Standards /Benchmarks

Grade/Course Level Indicators
Standards


Benchmarks



Grade Level Indicators

1. Understands Culture
1.1. (K - 2nd Grade)Demonstrates an awareness that different cultures exist.

1.1.1. (2nd Grade) Identify pictures of different cultures.
1.2. (3 – 7) Explains and gives examples of how language, artifacts, traditions, and beliefs contribute to the development of culture.

1.2.1. (3rd Grade) Identify how the country has changed because of important immigrants.  
1.2.2. (4th Grade) Will identify culture groups living throughout the regions of the United States.
1.2.3.  (5th Grade)  Explains and gives examples of how language, artifacts, traditions, and beliefs contribute to the advancement of culture in Native American societies.
1.2.4. (6th Grade) Explains and gives examples of how language, artifacts, traditions, and beliefs contribute to the advancement of cultures in the Western Hemisphere and Europe.
1.2.5. (7th Grade) Explains and gives examples of how language, artifacts, traditions, and beliefs contribute to the advancement of cultures in the Africa and Middle East. 

1.2.6. (8th Grade) Explains and gives examples of how language, artifacts, traditions, and beliefs contribute to the advancement of cultures in the United States from the American Revolution to the Civil War. 

1.3. (9-12) Demonstrates the ability to analyze group and institutional influences on people / culture in both historic and contemporary settings.
1.3.1. (World History) Analyze and explain the ways groups, societies, and cultures address human needs and concerns.
1.3.2. (Sociology) Construct projects detailing the five basic institutions (by rubric) of various world cultures.

1.4. (9-12) Describes the various forms cultural institutions take when applied to our representative system / buerocracies.
1.4.1. (Government) Critique the pros and cons of cultural institutional development in the United States. 
1.4.2. (Global Studies) Compare and analyze societal patterns for preserving and transmitting culture while adapting to environmental or societal changes.

1.5. (11-12) Describes the various ways in which culture is transmitted and influenced. 
1.5.1. (American Government) Compare and analyze societal patterns for preserving and transmitting culture while adapting to environmental or social change.

1.5.2. (Global Studies) Compare and analyze societal patterns for preserving and transmitting culture while adapting to environmental or social change in the regions of Africa, Middle East, Western Hemisphere, Asia, and Europe.

2. Understands the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.     
2.1. (K – 2) Demonstrates an ability to use correct  vocabulary associated with time and identify examples of change.
2.1.1. (1st Grade)Will match time vocabulary to pictures by looking at the past, present, and future.  
2.1.2. (2nd Grade) Will identify change over time through the use of pictures by examining the past, present, and future. 
2.2. (3-12) Identifies and describes selected historical periods and patterns of change such as civilizations and  the growth of societal systems.

2.2.1. (3rd Grade) Explain why people choose regions and how regions change over time.
2.2.2. (4th Grade) Explains the characteristics of physical, economic, and cultural regions.

2.2.3.  (5th Grade) Describe the colonization of America and the western movement within the U.S.

2.2.4. (6th Grade) Identify and describe the civilizations of the western hemisphere (Inca, Mayan, Aztec, Native Americans) and Europe.

2.2.5. (7th Grade) Identify and describe the past and present civilizations of Middle East and Africa. 

2.2.6. (World History) Investigate, interpret, and analyze multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints within and across cultures related to important events and recurring dilemmas, such as revolutions and world wars. 

2.2.7. (US History I) Define and demonstrate the political, social, and economical changes that occurred between the pre-colonial period through the Civil War. 

2.2.8. (US History II) Analyze and apply that historical knowledge and the concept of time are socially influenced constructions that are subject to change.
2.2.9. (Sociology) Apply key concepts such as time, chronology, causality, change, conflict, and complexity to show connections among patterns of sociological change. 

2.2.10.  (Global Studies) Apply key concepts such as time, chronology, causality, change, conflict, and complexity to explain, analyze, and show connections among patterns of historical change and continuity. 
2.2.11. (Global Studies) Employs processes of critical historical inquiry to reconstruct and reinterpret the past by using a variety of sources. 
2.2.12. (Global Studies) Investigates, interprets, and compares contemporary viewpoints within and across cultures related to important events, recurring dilemmas, and current issues. 
3. Understands People, Places and Environments.
3.1. (K - 2nd Grade)Constructs and uses mental maps that demonstrate understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape.

3.1.1. (1st – 2nd grades) Constructs a map of their classroom that includes cardinal directions.

3.2. (K - 2nd Grades)Describes seasons, climate and weather.
3.2.1. (K - 2nd Grade)Will identify characteristics of seasonal changes in the environment.
3.3. (3rd - 5th Grades)Interprets and uses various representations of the earth, such as maps and globes.
3.3.1. (3rd Grade) Will read a compass rose to tell direction. 
3.3.2. (4th Grade) Will read map keys, map scales, longitude, latitude, oceans, and continents to identify locations on a map. 
3.4. (3rd - 7th Grades) Will identify locales and countries on a specific map.

3.4.1. (5th Grade) Will improve map skills by identifying and labeling the thirteen colonies.

3.4.2. (6th Grade)Will improve map skill by identifying where countries of the Western Hemisphere and Europe are located on a blank map.
3.4.3. (7th Grade) Will improve skills by identifying where countries of Africa and the Middle East are located on a blank map. 

3.5. (9-12)Describes and compares how people create places that reflect culture, government policy, and current values and ideals in urban and rural setting. 

3.5.1. (Global Studies) Examine and analyze the interactions of people and the role these interactions guide institutional policy in the specific global region.  

3.5.2. (American Government) Analyze the interactions of human beings and the role those interactions play in determining U.S. and world events that change global policies.  

3.5.3. (Sociology) Distinguish between global cultures and will be able to cite those differences in comparison to the culture of the United States and other global cultures. 
4. Understands Why People Create Structures of Authority and Government.
4.1. (K - 2nd Grades)Demonstrates an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of the individual in relation to his or her social group, such as family, peer group, school class, and community.
4.1.1. (2nd Grade) Will list and compare rules for friends, the classroom, and home.  
4.1.2. (2nd Grade) Will identify the leader of a city, state, and country that plays a role in their social groups. 
4.2. (3rd - 5th Grades)Understands the rights and roles of the individual in our society.
4.2.1. (3rd Grade) Explains and gives examples of citizen's right and responsibilities. (Voting)
4.2.2. (4th Grade) Identifies the responsibilities of American citizens.

4.3. (3rd - 5th Grades)Describes the purpose of government and its powers.

4.3.1. (3rd Grade) Will identify the responsibilities needed in local government.

4.3.2. (4th Grade) Will identify the vocabulary associated with the three basic parts of government and the role that each branch plays in our system.

4.4. (6th – 8th Grades) Understands the rights and roles of the individual in our society.
4.4.1. (5th Grade) Explain how the constitution creates the rights of American citizens. 
4.5. (3rd - 8th Grades) Describes the purpose of government and its powers.
4.5.1. (5th Grade) Will explain the interdependence of the three branches of government and the system of checks and balances. 
4.5.2. (6th Grade)Will define in their own words the types of government used in the western hemisphere and Europe using picture vocabulary.

4.5.3. (7th Grade) Identify the types of government used in Africa and Middle East. 

4.6. (9-12) Explains the purpose of government and analyzes how its powers are acquired, used, and justified. 
4.6.1. (American Government) Examine the rights and responsibilities of individuals in relation to his or her family, social groups, community, and their government. 

4.6.2. (Sociology) Apply concepts such as power, justice, and influence to the examination to current issues and social problems within the respective government.  

5. Understands How People Organize for the Production, Distribution, and Consumption of Goods and Services
5.1. (K - 2nd Grade)Demonstrates the ability to distinguish between needs and wants, goods and services.
5.1.1. (1st – 2nd Grades) Will identify needs, wants, goods and services.
5.2. (K - 2nd Grade)Explains and demonstrates the role of money in everyday life.

5.2.1. (2nd Grade)Will read and interpret a graph to show the role of money in relation to a need vs. a want.

5.3. (3rd - 8th Grades) Describes the role that supply and demand play  in determining what is produced and distributed in a competitive market system.

5.3.1. (3rd Grade) Tell how supply and demand impact the U.S. economy in relation to industry.

5.3.2. (4th Grade) Identify the important resources and industries within a region that affect the environment. 
5.3.3. (5th Grade) Will construct a diagram explaining how supply and demand markets help the American colonies develop.  

5.3.4. (6th Grade)Will recognize important resources in the western hemisphere and in Europe through charting.
5.3.5. (7th Grade) Analyze important resources and trade in Middle East and Africa. 

5.4. (9-12) Explains how the scarcity of resources requires economic systems to determine how goods and services are to be produced and distributed. 

5.4.1. (World History) Students will examine how relationships develop over time among economic institutions that comprise systems such as households, businesses, banks, government agencies, labor unions, and corporations. 

6. Understands the Relationship among Science, Technology, and Society.
6.1. (K - 2nd Grades)Identifies and describes examples in which science and technology have changed to meet the needs of people.
6.1.1. (2nd Grade) Will tell how the advances in science and technology have changed the lives of people.
6.1.2.  (3rd Grade) Compare how people of different communities adapt to or modify their physical environments as there are advancements in technology.
6.1.3. (4th Grade) Explain the need for better transportation/communication in early days of the U.S and the technology changes that occurred during this time.
6.1.4.  (6th Grade)Will research the changes of technology that is occurring in the western hemisphere and Europe today.
6.1.5. (7th Grade) Analyze the impact of European conquest of Africa and the resulting technological and scientific changes that occurred.  

6.2. (9-12) Demonstrate the ability to evaluate various policies that have been proposed as ways of dealing with social changes resulting from new technologies. 

6.2.1. (World History) Analyze improvements and changes in technology and their effects had on world civilizations and cultures. 

6.2.2. ( US History I) Identify and outline both current and historical examples of the interaction and interdependence of science, technology, and society in relation to our own cultural settings from the American Revolution to the Civil War. 
6.2.3. (US History II) Describe and examine both current and historical examples of the interaction and interdependence of science, technology, and society in relation to our own cultural settings from the Civil War to America today. 
6.2.4. (Sociology) Analyze the way in which science and technology influence core societal values, beliefs, and attitudes and how societal attitudes shape scientific change. 

6.2.5. (American Government) Develop strategies and public policy proposals for influencing public discussions associated with science/technology-society issues. 

7. Understands Global Connections and Interdependence.
7.1. (K - 2nd Grades)Explores causes, consequences, and possible solutions to persistent, contemporary and emerging global issues such as pollution and endangered species.

7.1.1. (2nd Grade) Will show the cause and effect relationship between natural resources and conservation. 
7.2. (3rd - 5th Grades)Recognition that regions depend on one another.

7.2.1. (3rd-4th Grade) Will identify events in one part of the United States in comparison to their own life.
7.3.  (3rd - 8th Grades) Analyzes examples of coflict and interdependence among nations.
7.3.1. (5th Grade) Recognize the effects of conflict in the development of the U.S. by comparing the American Revolution, the War of 1812, and the Civil War. 
7.3.2. (6th Grade)Recognize the impact of European conquest of the western hemisphere by writing a fictional biography of an explorer.

7.3.3. (US History I) Identify the impact of European domination and its effect on United States growth and development that led to interdependence between the two regions. 
7.4. (9-12) Demonstrates the ability to analyze the relationships and tensions between national sovereignty and global interests in such matters as territory, economic development, nuclear and other weapons, use of natural resources, and human rights concerns. 

7.4.1. (World History) Learners will explain how language, history, art, music, belief systems, and other cultural elements can facilitate global understanding or cause misunderstandings. 

7.4.2. (Global Studies) Describes and evaluates the role of international and multinational organizations in the global arena. 

7.4.3. (Global Studies) Compares and analyzes the ways nations and organizations respond to conflicts.
7.4.4. (US History II) Interpret and illustrate the way the United States and other nations respond to conflicts.
7.4.5. (American Government) Design and examine policy statements concerning human rights in the changing United States.  

8. Understands Citizenship in a Democratic Republic.
8.1. (K – 8th  Grades)Identifies examples of rights and responsibilities of citizens.

8.1.1. (2nd Grade) Will display characteristics of good citizenship.
8.1.2.  (3rd Grade) Identifies the basic structure of government within the local community.

8.1.3.  (5th Grade) Will understand citizen's rights and responsibilities at local, state, and national level including those listed in the Bill of Rights and in the Amendments to the Constitution.

8.1.4. (6th Grade) Define citizen's rights in countries of the western hemisphere and Europe as compared to the United States. 
8.1.5. (7th Grade) Analyze the role of citizen’s in African and Middle Eastern society as compared to the United States. 
8.2. (9-12)Explains the origins and interprets the continuing influence of key ideals of the democratic republican form of government, such as individual human dignity, liberty, justice, equality, and the rule of law. 

8.2.1. (World History) Analyze and evaluate the historical influence of various forms of citizen action on public policy around the world. 

8.2.2. (US History I) Identify the origins and interpret the continuing influence of key ideals of the democratic republican form of government. 

8.2.3. (US History II) Interpret the continuing influence of key ideals of the democratic republican form of government from the events of World War I, World War II, and the Cold War. 

8.2.4. (American Government) Discuss the civic ideals and ideals of citizens in a democratic republic.

